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Abelino Montoya Jr. (center) presides over the Luna Community College Board 
of Trustees Special Meeting on Wednesday. Montoya was elected as Luna Com-
munity College Board of Trustees chairman. Kenneth Medina was elected vice-
chairman and Dan Romero was elected secretary. Pictured (l-r) are: Ernie 
Chavez, Romero, Tony Valdez, Montoya, Medina and Frankie Tenorio. Also at the 
meeting, but not shown in the photo, is David Gutierrez. For more on the LCC 
Board of Trustees, see page 8.  

Luna Community College Dental Assisting student Monica Garcia 
(center) took first-place at the New Mexico SkillsUSA competition in 
Albuquerque on Saturday.  It was a clean sweep for Luna Community 
College in the dental assisting category. Devinn Martinez (left) took 
the silver medal while Maria Chavez (right) took the bronze. Also pic-
tured is LCC Dental Assisting Advisor and Instructor Gloria Pacheco. 
For more on LCC SkillsUSA, see page 15.  

In her own words, Luna Commu-
nity College Dental Assisting student 
Monica Garcia said she was “shocked 
and nervous” when she heard her name 
called after winning the gold medal at 
Saturday’s New Mexico SkillsUSA clos-
ing ceremony at the Crown Plaza.  

“I love the dental assisting pro-
gram,” said Garcia minutes after receiv-
ing her gold medal. “I had been out of 
school for five years and the experience 
has been great. I was well prepared. I’m 
looking forward to competing at the 
national level.” 

Garcia will be the lone Luna Com-
munity College student to travel to the 
SkillsUSA Nationals in Kansas City. 
The competition will be held in June.  

It was a clean sweep for Luna Com-
munity College in the dental assisting 
category. Joining Garcia on stage to 
receive medals were Devinn Martinez 
who won the silver medal. Maria 
Chavez took the bronze medal.  

Two Luna Community College 
cosmetology students took second and 
third-place. It was the best showing in 
this category over the last few years. 
Amanda Silva brought home the silver 
medal with Danielle Carpenter winning 
the bronze medal.  

“I’m still shocked over it; it hasn’t 
sunk in,” said Silva. “I wasn’t expecting 
it.” 

Silva thinks it was her updo hair-
style that earned her the silver.  

“I practiced it every day for the last 
month and the judges said it was  

Continued on page 15 



  

 

   

 

April is an important month 
By Dr. Pete Campos/LCC President  

This month is proving to be filled with conferences that will bene-
fit Luna Community College in the long-run.  First, Dr. Vidal Martinez 
and I are attending the 2013 North Central Association (NCA) Higher 
Learning Commission (HLC) Annual Conference (April 5-9) in Chi-
cago. This conference focuses on 
two of the commission’s projects 
which are in early implementation.  
They are: the Open and Standard 
Pathways for Reaffirmation of 
Accreditation and the revised Cri-
teria for Accreditation.  We will 
also hear from two keynote speakers: Dr. Elsa M. Núñez, President of 
Eastern Connecticut State University (recently ranked number 1 in 
retention of Hispanic students) and Dr. Candace Thille (Director of 
Carnegie Mellon University’s Open Learning Initiative).  Our primary 
purpose for attending this conference is to meet with Higher Learning 
Commission leaders to begin the next steps toward our reaccreditation 
process.  I plan to coordinate the reaccreditation process and write our 
self-study (with the help of all our Luna Family) and designate Dr. 
Martinez as our liaison with the Higher Learning Commission to ad-
dress day-to-day details. 

Dr. José Garcia, Secretary for the New Mexico Higher Education 
Department (HED) has asked me to be part of a three person delega-
tion who will attend a national conference (April 16-17) in Indianapo-
lis to discuss the implementation of and recommend regulations for 
distance education.  I am honored to represent New Mexico and have 
accepted the invitation.  The Presidents’ Forum, the Council of State 
Governments (CSG), the Regional Higher Education Compacts and 
the Commission on the Regulation of Postsecondary Distance Educa-
tion have collaborated and designed the purpose of this conference to 
advance an effective and practical framework to achieve interstate 
reciprocity in the regulation of distance education.  The purpose of 
composing this State Authorization Reciprocity Agreement (SARA) is 

intended to broaden the availability of and access to accredited online 
degree programs by reducing state regulatory barriers while ensuring 
strong consumer safeguards. 

Several years ago, Mr. Abelino Montoya, then LCC BOT secretary 
and I met with Julia Galbadón, President/CEO and Retha Shiplet, 

COO/Director of New Mexico 
Performance Excellence Awards 
(NMPEA) & Training Programs 
for Quality New Mexico to dis-
cuss the possibility of Luna Com-
munity College becoming a mem-
ber of QNM.  From that moment 

forward, the rest is history.  We were acknowledged for our well-
structured (chain-of-command) organization, transparency, account-
ability, vision, focus on and service to students, weekly Luna Light and 
months later, we were acknowledged for the fine work of Dr. Vidal 
Martinez and our faculty and staff on the LCC - QNM application.  As 
a result, we have been awarded the QNM Piñon Award and will be 
recognized for our efforts at the Quality New Mexico annual confer-
ence in Albuquerque on April 22-23. LCC’s next step is to move to-
wards the Roadrunner recognition phase.          

I have spent my life teaching, counseling, advising and administer-
ing in private business and public education.  My career and focus have 
been to prepare the students of our region for their future.  I’ve helped 
to motivate, encourage and prepare students (who have come from 
poor, humble and hard working families) move forward by not giving 
up.  For example: after being elected by their fellow classmates, area 
students have gone on to serve as University Student Government 
Presidents and advance to positions such as a successful Washington 
(federal agency) Director and a successful Albuquerque private-sector 
business owner.  Luna Community College will continue to serve as the 
catalyst to build the framework for our students to advance and be-
come successful in their careers.  Our students are our family members.  
We will do everything possible to help them succeed! 

Luna Community College will continue to 
serve as the catalyst to build the framework for 
our students to advance and become success-
ful in their careers.   

Attention students:  
Luna Community College  

registration for the  
summer semester  

is ongoing. You may look at the 
schedule online at 

www.luna.edu.  
 

Hard copy schedules will be 
available on Friday, April 12.  

 

Luna Community 
College’s Shannon 
Taraddei eyes 
home plate during 
Friday’s game 
against Odessa 
College. The Lady 
Rough Riders lost 
three of four 
games to Odessa. 
For more on LCC 
sports, see page 
15. 
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Name: Montanna Martinez   
Position: Catcher  
Major: Liberal arts   
Classification: Freshman 
Hometown: Las Vegas  
High School: West Las Vegas High   
Parents and family: James and Marcella 
Martinez 
Favorite movie, why? 8 seconds. I like 
Cowboys.  
If you could trade places with someone, 
who would it be and why?: No one.   
How important is academics to you?: 
Academics are very important because 
without an education I won’t succeed as 
much as I would like to.  
Plans after graduation: To go on to a four-year college in hopes of 
becoming a physical therapist.  
Favorite food, why? Anything my mom cooks, because it’s her cook-
ing.  
Favorite athlete: Tim Tebow.   
Whom do you admire the most and why? My grandpa Lorenzo, 
because he taught me so much and he was the biggest inspiration in my 
life. 

Name: Adrienne Chavez  
Major: Dental assisting  
Classification: Freshman  
Hometown: Santa Fe 
High School: St. Michael’s High 
Parents and family: Sheila, Cecil and Kevin 
Chavez 
Favorite movie and why?: Batman: Dark 
Knight. I love Batman.  
How important is academics to you?: 
Knowledge is the key.   
Plans after graduation: Continue academi-
cally and eventually begin a career along with 
a family.  
What is on your bucket list? Travel the 
world.  

Favorite food, why?: Spaghetti.  
Favorite athlete: Josh Hamilton.   
What would you like to contribute to society?: Help the less fortu-
nate.  
Whom do you admire the most and why? My mother, she’s incredi-
ble.  

Meet your Rough Riders 

Montanna Martinez  Adrienne Chavez  

Name: Mary Medina   
Position: Catcher  
Major: Fire science 
Classification: Freshman 
Hometown: Raton  
High School: Raton High  
Parents and family: Johnny and Missy Medina.  
Favorite movie, why?: Fox and the Hound  
If you could trade places with someone, who would it be and why?: I would never trade  
places with anyone, I want to be me every day.  
How important is academics to you?: Very important.  
Plans after graduation: To firefight.  
What is on your bucket list: Skydive.   
Favorite food, why?: Chili fries 
Favorite athlete: Emmitt Smith 
Whom do you admire the most and why? My dad. 

Mary Medina  



  

 

    

Meet your Rough Riders 
Name: Nicholas Aragon   
Nickname: Ni-Ar  
Position: Second base  
Major: Criminal justice 
Classification: Freshman 
Hometown: Las Vegas 
High School: West Las Vegas High   
Previous College: Panhandle State University  
Parents and family: Shannon Aragon.   
Favorite movie, why?: Major League, because 
of its baseball humor.  
If you could trade places with someone, 
who would it be and why?: Nobody. I am 
blessed to have the opportunity to play base-
ball.  
How important is academics to you?: Academics comes first. It’s 
important to be considered a student-athlete.  
Plans after graduation: Attend a four-year university to further my 
education.  
What is on your bucket list? Go skydiving.  
Favorite food, why?: Pineapple pizza. It’s a perfect combination of 
eating something sweet and salty.  
Favorite athlete: Dustin Pedroia.  
Whom do you admire the most and why? My dad, because he in-
spires me to do my best in everything I do.  
 
 

Name: James Edwards  
Position: Third base, second base and outfield 
Major: General business 
Classification: Freshman.  
Hometown: Farmington, N.M. 
High School: Piedra Vista High 
Parents and family: James and Cara Edwards. 
Favorite movie, why? Ace Ventura. Jim Carrey is 
my favorite actor.  
If you could trade places with someone, who 
would it be and why?: Ted Williams, because he 

was my favorite player of all time.  
How important is academics to you?: Very 
important, because I want to be successful after 

baseball.  
Plans after graduation: Start my own landscape architecture business.   
What is on your bucket list? Skydiving.  
Favorite food, why? Mom’s spaghetti. Nothing beats home cooking.  
Favorite athlete: Dustin Pedroia.  
What would you like to contribute to society? I would like to keep 
society healthy by staying active.  
Whom do you admire the most and why? I admire my mom the 
most because she has always been there for me.  

Nicholas Aragon James Edwards 

Name: Jacob Skorka  
Nickname: Skorks 
Position: Infielder 
Major: Liberal arts 
Classification: Freshman 
Hometown: Albuquerque 
High School: Sandia High  
Previous College: University of Science and Arts of Oklahoma  
Parents and family: Mark and Amber Skorka 
Favorite movie, why?: Boondock Saints, because of the action.  
If you could trade places with someone, who would it be and why?: Abraham Lincoln, so I could 
see the country at that time. 
How important is academics to you?: Very important.   
Plans after graduation: Get a master’s in English and later work in public relations. 
What is on your bucket list: Lead a youth Christian ministry.  
Favorite food, why?: Steak, because it’s American.  
Favorite athlete: Robinson Cano 
What would you like to contribute to society?: I would like to help bring Christ back into society 
and be a part of a revival. 
Whom do you admire the most and why? Jesus Christ, because no matter what you do on earth, he 
forgives and loves you the same.  

Jacob Skorka 



  

 

    

Be Part of the Team! 
 

LCC Fire Science Program  
 

Summer 2013 
FS115:  

Introduction to Firefighting 

 
Tuesday &  
Thursday 

5:15PM, Main 
Campus  

Luna Community College students and faculty gather at the pool area at the Crown Plaza in Albuquerque before the New 
Mexico SkillsUSA closing ceremony on Saturday morning. Pictured (l-r): Gilbert “Guba” Martinez, Roger Romero, Joseph 
Esquibel, Patrick Villanueva, Steven Desanto, Amanda Leora Martinez, Carlos Urioste, Dawna Ortega-Gallegos, Jon Adam 
Dimas, Chris Castellano, Anthony Baca, Max Bustamante, Danielle Carpenter, Amanda Silva, Gloria Pacheco, Frances Marti-
nez, Germaine Sandoval, Leah Ortiz, Rachel Trujillo, Maria Chavez, Monica Garcia and Devinn Martinez.  



  

 

    

Weekly Activities 
Monday, April 8, 2013 
5:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.   DWI Class (General Studies 102B) 
Tuesday, April 9, 2013 
9:30 a.m. – 10:45 a.m.  Public Speaking Class (LRC Lecture Hall) 
12:30 p.m. – 1:45 p.m.  Public Speaking Class (LRC Lecture Hall) 
5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.    Safety Belt Class (General Studies 102B) 
Wednesday, April 10, 2013 
8:00 a.m. – 8:50 a.m. Public Speaking Class (LRC Lecture Hall) 
10:00 a.m. – 10:50 a.m.  Public Speaking Class (LRC Lecture Hall) 
5:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.  LCC Board of Trustees Regular Work Session 
(Student Services 102) 
Thursday, April 11, 2013 
10:00 a.m. – 10:50 a.m. Public Speaking Class (LRC Lecture Hall) 
10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. NRCS Workshop (LRC Lecture Hall) 

5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.  Animal Welfare Coalition Meeting 
(Humanities 108) 
5:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m. Free Diabetes Academy (Community partici-
pants are welcome) (Rough Rider Grill) 
Friday, April 12, 2013 
8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.   YouthBuild OSHA 10 Training (LRC Lecture 
Hall) 
2:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. Boy Scouts of America Blue & Gold Dinner 
Banquet  
(IPC Cafeteria) 
Saturday, April 13, 2013 
2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.    Animal Welfare Coalition Presentation 
(Humanities 108) 
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Defensive Driving Class (General Studies 
102B) 



  

 

    

LCC newly elected trustees 

Four Luna Community College Board of Trustees were sworn in by Honor-
able Judges M. Monica Zamora and Eddie Trujillo at a special meeting last 
Wednesday. Pictured clockwise are: Luna Community College Board of 
Trustees Chairman Abelino Montoya Jr. recognizes Ambrose Castellano for 
his years of service on the board. Castellano represented District 7; Ken-
neth Medina, representing District 1, signs documents alongside  Honor-
able Judge M. Monica Zamora; Ernie Chavez, representing District 3, signs 
documents alongside Honorable Judge M. Monica Zamora; Abelno Montoya 
Jr., representing district 3, signs documents alongside Honorable Judge M. 
Monica Zamora and Daniel Romero, representing District 7, signs docu-
ments alongside Honorable Judge Eddie Trujillo.  
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Congratulations to all 
LCC SkillsUSA  

competitors! 
  

 

    

Garcia... 
Continued from page 1  

very detailed. I’m happy I got second-place. I like the cosmetology pro-
gram here at a Luna. I hope to get a job in the field this summer and in 
a couple of years open my own shop.” 

Frances Martinez, along with her model Kimberly Gonzales, won 
the silver medal in the nail care category.  

“It was challenging, fun and exciting,” said Martinez. “There was 
some pressure, but overall it was a nice experience. Right now, I’m 
getting ready to take board examinations.” 

Luna Community College Culinary Arts student Terri Stafford 
brought home third place in commercial baking.  

“Overall, it was a good experience for all our students; I’m really 
proud of them,” said LCC SkillsUSA Advisor and State Board Member 
Anthony Baca.  

 

Frances Martinez (right), along with Kimberly Gonzales, 
took second-place in the Nail Care category.  

Amanda Silva (left) and Danielle Carpenter (right) took the 
silver and bronze medal in the cosmetology category.  

The Luna Community College Softball team lost three of four 
games to Odessa College. The Lady Rough Riders took a 9-6 win in the 
second game on Friday.  

They lost game one 7-1, game three 13-7 and game four 6-1. They 
host Howard College on Friday and Saturday in scheduled doublehead-
ers. The first game on Friday starts at 1 p.m. The first game on Satur-
day starts at 11 a.m. 

The Rough Rider baseball team lost four games to New Mexico 
Junior College on the road. The Rough Riders lost 6-5, 10-6, 7-3 and 9-
8. They host Western Texas College on Friday and Saturday. A double-
header is scheduled for each day. The first game on both days begins at 
noon.  

Lady Rough Riders 
take one from Odessa   
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Keri Mays  
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