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The latest news from Luna Community College 
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Luna student Marisol Maestas 
celebrates with family, instructors 
   

 

 

Luna dental as-
sistant gradu-
ate Marisol 
Maestas 
(holding flow-
ers) takes a 
photo with 
family mem-
bers and staff-
before a pin-
ning ceremony 
that took place 
on Friday, July 
21. A hail storm 
hit the area 
about 4:30 p.m. 
that afternoon  
For more pho-
tos, please see 
page 5.  

 The  lights may have gone off on Friday afternoon on 
July 21 because of a hail storm that hit the Las Vegas area, 
but the lack of electricity didn’t dampen the mood for 
2023 Luna dental assisting graduate Marisol Maestas who 
celebrated her accomplishment among many family mem-
bers and Luna staff at the college.  
 Maestas took part of a traditional pinning ceremony 
that was started several years ago honoring dental assist-
ing graduates. What made this one extra-special was that 
Maestas is the lone graduate of the program this year.  
 “I really enjoyed the program, overall,” said Maestas.  
“Denise (Fox) and Gloria (Pacheco) (both instructors) re-
ally helped me a lot. Not only did I learn about dental as-

sisting, they helped me overcome my shyness.” 
 Maestas is scheduled to take her state board examina-
tions on Aug. 17 and once she passes, Maestas has a job 
waiting for her at a local dentist’s office.  
 “Marisol is a very dedicated, optimistic and attentive 
individual,” said Pacheco. “She is an amazing dental assis-
tant.” 
 Several dozen family members were by Maestas’ side 
as she read the dental assistant’s pledge. As part of being a 
dental assistant, Maestas pledged to be passionate about 
her patients and dedicated to her profession.  
 Maestas said that she plans to look into dental hy-
giene school. She is a 2022 West Las Vegas graduate. 
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Mary Louise Gallegos from La 
Tewa in San Miguel County was 
the first recipient of adobes that 
were made by Luna employees 
and community members, recent-
ly at adobe workshops at the col-
lege. Luna partnered with Las 
Vegas Citizens Committee for 
Historic Preservation and Corner-
stones Community Partnerships 
to have the workshops.  Santa Fe 
Community Foundation and 
McCune Foundation grants pro-
vided financial support to Corner-
stones and Rocky Road Gravel 
Products of Las Vegas donated 
the soil materials for the adobes. 
Adobes will benefit properties 
affected by the fire and floods in 
San Miguel and Mora Counties. 
For more information on how to 
get the adobes, contact Lawrence 
Quintana at 505-617-2165. The 
effort is part of Luna’s Outreach 
and Community Support Team. 
Over 1,500 adobes were made.  
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Luna dental assistant graduate Marisol Maestas stands in front of her graduation cake; Maestas recites her den-
tal assistant pledge with her mother Hortencia and instructor Gloria Pacheco; Pacheco talks about the im-
portance of dental assistants in the workforce.  
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MISSION 
Luna Community College is dedicated to providing accessible, 

innovative and integrated learning experiences that prepare students 
to compete at the forefront of their chosen fields and  

to lead in their communities. 

Luna  
Community  

College  
Creating Opportunities For You! 
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Wildfire Resiliency Training Center Director 
Wildfires are growing worse every year - both bigger and more frequent. To combat the devastation, we need more people with the 
skills and expertise to mitigate the dangers and implement recovery for lands, forests, water and communities. Luna Community 
College is opening a Wildfire Resiliency Training Center. If you would like to lead this important work and apply for the Wildfire 
Resiliency Training Center Director position contact Dr. Day at 505-454-5378 to discuss the Center and the position in more de-
tail. You may also visit luna.edu and click on the About link and then click  on the  Employment Opportunities link.   
 
Vice President for Finance and Administration 
This position serves as the Luna Community College (LCC) treasurer and chief financial officer, charged with maintaining the fis-
cal integrity of the College. This position is responsible for the planning, implementation, and management of all financial activi-
ties, including business and strategic planning, budgeting, internal and external auditing, contract management, forecasting and 
negotiations for financial affairs and administrative services. Develops short and long-term plans for the Finance and Administra-
tion (F & A) areas. For more information, visit luna.edu and click on the About link and then click on the  Employment Opportuni-
ties link.   

 

 

Luna Community College would like to thank student workers from Help New Mexico and the Youth Conservation 
Corps for all their hard work they did at the college this summer.  

 

 

A hail storm hit Luna Com-
munity College's main 
campus in Las Vegas at 
around 4:30 p.m. on Fri-
day, July 21. The hail cov-
ered the entire campus, 
with water running 
through the concrete 
drainage ditch between the 
Maria H. Paiz Administra-
tion Building and the Sup-
port Services Building cre-
ating a beautiful scenery.  


