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The latest news from Luna Community College 

The 

Luna’s Joseph Baca Jr. selected  
to participate in art exhibition  

 Luna Community 
College student Joseph 
Baca Jr. has been select-
ed to participate in East-
ern New Mexico Univer-
sity’s Juried Art Exhibi-
tion on Thursday, March 
21 in Portales. Baca Jr., a 
student in Luna’s Dr. 
Bernadette Maldonado’s 
art classes, turned in a 14 
by four inch shell stone 
piece of art called “How’s 
Your Aspen.” 
 The piece of art is 
done with non-toxic 
acrylic paint and ac-
cented with copper wire 
and copper tape. It de-
picts the trunks of Aspen 
trees with different colors 
in the background.  
 “It’s an honor,” says 
Baca Jr. “It’s a big 
acknowledgement and 
I’m thrilled and excited to 
go.” 
 Baca Jr.’s art along 
with other entries are 
taking place in Eastern 
New Mexico’s Runnels 
Gallery from Feb. 20 to 
March 21. 
 “I do not know how 
many students were cho-
sen but I do know that we 
were the only community 
college invited,” says 
Maldonado.  “I also know that 230 students entered 
their work. If Joseph were to win, he would win up to 
$500. It is an extraordinary honor for a Luna student to 
go to a prestigious juried art show such as this one. I 
cheer for my student and we celebrate him and his ac-

complishment in getting 
in and working his way 
into the art world. This 
validates him as an artist 
and his choice to select 
art as a certificate pro-
gram.” 
 Baca Jr. says that 
attending Luna has been 
a good choice for him.  
 “I like Luna a lot,” 
says Baca Jr. “I appreci-
ate that Luna has these 
classes. Luna is very af-
fordable and I am learn-
ing a lot. I hope to earn 
my art certificate.”  
 As part of the crite-
ria, Baca Jr.’s art was se-
lected based on first im-
pression, originality and 
creativity and artist’s 
voice where the voice of 
the artist can be felt in 
their work and their per-
sonal perspective of the 
world around them be 
seen.  
 “I am so proud that 
he has entrusted me as 
his professor,” says Mal-
donado.  “We need to 
continue growing this 
program and helping all 
of our art students see 
those creative moments 
and achievements so they 
too can have this kind of 

success within themselves with Luna and without.” 
 For more on Luna’s art program, contact Dr. Maldo-
nado at 505-454-2565 or via email at bmaldona-
do@luna.edu. 

Samuel Gabaldon 

Luna student Joseph Baca Jr. is pictured with Luna profes-
sor Dr. Bernadette Maldonado. Baca Jr. is holding a piece of 
art that will be entered in an Eastern New Mexico Universi-
ty’s Juried Art Exhibition. 
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It’s early in the season and Luna Community Col-
lege softball player Angelica Ortiz is making a name 
for herself at the National Junior College Athletic As-
sociation level. Ortiz, a sophomore from Albuquerque, 
is leading the nation in home runs with eight and 
RBI’s with 31. 

“I put my faith in God and trust Him,” said Ortiz 
recently about her early season play. “I put a lot into 
softball; as a student-athlete I have to figure out how 
to get the extra work in. I try my best every day.” 

Ortiz is one of two Luna softball players to earn 
honorable mention all-region last season.  

“I ask our players to pay attention to two im-
portant numbers, batting average and RBI’s,” said Lu-
na softball coach Randy Krutsch. “Angelica obviously 
listened. She is doing things she is supposed to be do-
ing. She is a positive leader and a great student-
athlete. We’re happy to have her on the team.” 

Ortiz plays catcher and third base for the Lady 
Rough Riders.  

“My success would be nothing without my team-
mates,” says Ortiz. “I love my teammates; I look to 
them when I’m struggling. They are a big part of my 
success.” 

Elisha Velasquez, a sophomore from Albuquerque, 
is tied for ninth in the nation in home runs with three.  

Krutsch said that both Ortiz and Velasquez have  
received several offers from four-year universities to 
continue their softball careers.  

The Lady Rough Riders are 2-8 on the season. 
They have played a tough early season schedule.  

“We’re competing; I’m pleased with the progress,” 
says Krutsch.  

The Lady Rough Riders play Frank Phillips Col-
lege in a home opener on Friday, Feb. 9.  The sched-
uled double header begins at noon at Rodriguez Park.  

The Luna baseball team (0-8) travel to Pima Col-
lege in Arizona over the weekend. The Rough Riders 
have lost four games to Eastern Arizona and four 
games to New Mexico Military Institute.  

“The guys are working hard; we’re knocking on the 
door to win,” says Luna first year baseball coach Erick 
Wright. “If we correct a couple of things we should be 
okay.” 

 
 

Luna’s Angelica Ortiz leading the nation 
 in home runs, RBI’s 

Luna softball team pictured (l-r) Samantha Rivera, Arielle 
Gomez, Jaiden Eustice, Alyssa Garduno, Michelle Perez, Alys-
sa Linares, Mariah Stanley, Elisha Velasquez, Sherie Marino, 
Angelica Angel  and Angelica Ortiz (center). Not pictured are 
Rainn Daily and Brysza Samble. 

Luna’s Angelica Ortiz is leading the nation in home runs and 
RBI’s. 



4 

4 

4 

MISSION 
Luna Community College 

is dedicated to  
providing accessible, 

innovative  
and integrated learning 

experiences that prepare 
students to compete at 
the forefront of their 

chosen fields and to lead 
in their communities. 
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In the top left photo, Luna Community College students preview a heavy equipment simulator demonstration last 
week. Luna is anticipating adding a Heavy Equipment Operator Training program to its Contract Training Depart-
ment course offerings by mid 2024. In the top right photo, Don Bustos and Gloria Pacheco celebrate their retire-
ment from Luna Community College.  

 

Luna’s Dr. Edward 
Martinez, Dr. Nor-
ma Guzman Duran 
and Dr. Carol 
Linder attended 
the Hispano 
Round Table din-
ner earlier this 
week. Also pic-
tured is Dr. Erika 
Derkas. The His-
panic Round Table 
seeks the ad-
vancement of edu-
cation, employ-
ment, economic 
development and 
civil rights of His-
panic Americans. 
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Luna  
Community College 

Creating Opportunities  
For You! 
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Luna students enjoy popcorn during last week's POP-IN STUDY Session 
event. 
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