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Fortitude, dedication equals success  
for Santa Rosa Satellite’s Nadine Wade 

Six years ago Nadine Wade walked 
into the Luna Community College 
Santa Rosa Satellite inquiring about 
GED classes. Last week, Wade submit-
ted a petition to graduate with an asso-
ciate’s in teacher education. 

It took perseverance, dedication and 
fortitude, but for Wade it has all been 
worth it. And a two-year degree is not 
where it stops. Wade intends to enroll 
at the University of New Mexico and 
begin earning a bachelor’s. Wade has 
not ruled out on earning a master’s de-
gree as well. 

“When I first started college, I was 
kind of scared,” says Wade. “I don’t do 
well with a lot of people. The instruc-
tors at Luna have helped me out a lot. 
They have been very considerate every 

step of the way.” 
Wade moved to Santa Rosa from 

Palm Springs before she graduated 
from high school. 

“If I would still be living in Califor-
nia there would be no way I would have 
gone to college,” says Wade. 

After earning her GED, Wade 
found out she had cervical cancer. 

“I was treated for it and doctor’s 
told me I couldn’t have kids,” said 
Wade. “My boyfriend and I were think-
ing of adopting. In April, 2010 I found 
out I was pregnant.” 

Her daughter Amillia will turn one 
later this month. 

“She’s the best thing that ever hap-
pened to me,” says Wade. “Having her 
makes me want to continue to go to 
school.” 

Wade began her education program 
in 2009 taking most of her classes 
online or via ITV. 

Continued on page 2 
  

 
 
Luna Community 
College Mass Media 
Communications 
student Alexandria 
Burnquist prepares 
to begin doing film-
ing for the college’s 
commercial. Stu-
dents will begin ed-
iting the commercial 
this semester. LCC 
President Dr. Pete 
Campos has com-
mitted to finding 
resources so the 
commercial can run 
statewide.  

Bachelor’s, master’s 
from UNM 
next on list  

Nadine Wade is pictured with her 
daughter Amillia who will be one 
on Jan. 22.  
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Nadine Wade... 
Continued from page 1  
“I like Luna; instructors work with you,” 

says Wade. “They have always understood my 
circumstances; they didn’t hold it against me.” 

Today Wade inches closer to 
her career dream—becoming an art 
teacher. 

“I like drawing: I really enjoy 
it,” says Wade. “I want to have my 
own classroom and having art 
classes and offer art classes on the 
weekend. Eventually, I want to 
develop a portfolio and open an art 
gallery.” 

Santa Rosa and Luna Commu-
nity College may have just been the 
answer for Wade. 

“Growing up for me was a little rough,” 

says Wade. “Coming here has changed my life 
dramatically. I’m doing things I never thought 
I was going to do. My family is so proud of 
what I’ve done.” 

Wade says she has close to a 3.4 grade 
point average. 

“Nadine is a classic example of a success 
story,” says longtime Santa Rosa Satellite Di-
rector Albert Campos. “You see a lot of peo-
ple come and go. She took the initiative to 

finish what she started. She has been 
able to multi-task and succeed in 
completing the first part of her edu-
cation.” 
Wade knows that this is just the 
beginning.  
“I’m very, very happy,” says Wade. 
“I’m happy for what I’ve been able 
to accomplish up to this point and I 
feel confident I can do anything I 
want to do. I won’t let anything stop 
me. No matter what happens in 

your life, do something for yourself.” 
  

“They have always under-
stood my circumstances; 
they didn’t hold it against 
me,”—LCC student Nadine Wade on 
instructors. 

 
Luna Community College 
Auto Collision students 
Samson Vallejos  and 
Earl Varela recently com-
pleted a custom paint job 
on a Harley Davidson 
motorcycle. LCC Auto 
Collision Instructor An-
thony Baca had this to 
say of his students: “I 
am very proud of all our 
students; they are pro-
ducing very high-quality 
professional jobs.” 
 



  

Pecos’ Antonio Varela: the best in the state  
When Antonio Varela runs, his lone com-

panion is the wind. 
The Pecos High senior is coming off back-

to-back-to-back state championships in AA.  
“I do a lot of training,” says Varela. “The 

past five years, every summer I push myself to 
the limit.” 

Although he has received several offers 
from several colleges, Varela says he is leaning 
toward running in the Air Force.  

Although Pecos is a small high school (in 
New Mexico there are five divisions), Varela is 
considered the second best runner in the entire 
state. Only Cleveland High’s Luis Martinez 
gets the nod over Varela.  

Varela’s best time of the year was running 
3.1 miles in 15:17.  

“During the season I run anywhere from 
50 to 60 miles a week,” says Varela. “I also 
watch what I eat and I don’t drink sodas. I 
drink mostly water.” 

So why has Varela dominated running in 
the state for the last three seasons? 

“It’s because of all the effort I put into it,” 
says Varela. “I also give a lot of credit to all my 
coaches.” 

You can’t mention cross county in New 
Mexico without mentioning Varela and Pecos 

High.  
“I’m  proud to be from Pecos,” says 

Varela. “All the hard work I have put into it 

has paid off. If you don’t love running it’s 
really tough to be in cross country. You have 
to truly love the sport.” 

Pecos High Senior Antonio Varela has won the state cross country championship 
for three consecutive years.  Several Pecos High students take classes at Luna 
Community College. They are bussed to campus on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  



  

 

   



  

 

   



  

 

 

 

Weekly Activities  
Tuesday, January 17, 2012  
8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.  Welcome Back Day for LCC Students 
(Administration & Student Services) 
5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.  Zumba Fitness Class (Vo-Ag. Bldg./101) 
Wednesday, January 18, 2012 
5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.  Hip Hop Class (Vo-Ag. Bldg./101) 
6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.  LCC Board of Trustees Board Meeting 
(Stud. Serv./Cnf.Rm) 
Thursday, January 19, 2012  
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  Evaluation & Job Description Analysis 
Training  (LRC/Lecture Hall) 
5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.  Zumba Fitness Class (Vo-Ag. Bldg./101) 
Friday, January 20, 2012  
5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.  Hip Hop Class (Vo-Ag. Bldg./101) 
Saturday, January 21, 2012  
7:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  C.N.A. Testing(Allied Hlth/
Nrsg.Lab#3,Comp.Lab#7,MO-11) 

 

 

Please note: If students are asking you for a degree check to com-
plete a Financial Aid Suspension Appeal, please include the following 
on the degree check print-out: 

Your signature 
The students anticipated date of graduation 
Highlight courses that the student still needs to 
take to complete their degree/certificate and also 
note which semester and year these courses will be 
taken. Students will be required to abide by these 
dates. 

Your cooperation and assistance in this matter is greatly appreci-
ated. 

 
Thank you, 
 
Michelle Bencomo 
Financial Aid Advisor 
Luna Community College 
505.454.2536 or 

Attention LCC students 

 
Luna Commu-
nity College 
Auto Collision 
student Law-
rence Bustos 
recently fin-
ished painting 
his 1957 
Chevy. Pic-
tured with 
him is LCC 
Auto Collision 
Instructor 
Anthony Baca.  
For more in-
formation on 
auto collision, 
call 454-2591.  



  

 

   

LUNA COMMUNITY COLLEGE IS ACCEPTING AP-
PLICATIONS FOR THE FOLLOWING VACANT JOB 
POSITIONS: 
 

Adjunct Faculty/Per Course Instructor 

Full-Time Faculty-Medical Surgical Nursing 

Full-Time General Maintenance I 
 
FOR JOB DESCRIPTION(S) AND/OR CLOSING 
DATES, CONTACT THE HUMAN RESOURCES DE-
PARTMENT AT (505) 454-2503 OR VISIT OUR WEB-
SITE AT WWW.LUNA.EDU 

 LCC Spring Class  
Registration  
is ongoing.  

The last day to  
register is Jan. 24. 

Hard copy schedules are now available—You 
may view and print spring schedules  online  

at www.luna.edu. 

Government Contracting 101 
Presenter:  Elaine Palin, Advisor 

Procurement Technical Assistance Program (PTAP) 
 Will provide a fast-paced, yet enjoyable workshop on government contracting. 
  
 Time:   9 a.m. - noon, Wednesday, Jan. 25.  
 Place:   Las Vegas, NM SBDC 
              Luna Community College  
   366 Luna Drive 
   Las Vegas, NM 87701-9838 
 FEE :   $29 (fee includes continental breakfast) 
   make checks payable to SFCC/PTAP  
 RSVP:     To register visit:  

  http://www.nmsbdc.org/ptap_calendar.html 
   For additional information contact: Julianne Gutierrez-Ortiz 

 at 505-428-1343 or  julianne.gutierrez-or@sfcc.edu 
  

Sponsored By:  

The SBDC at Luna Community College & 

The NM /SBDC Procurement Technical Assistance  

Program (PTAP) 

        



  

 

   

A welcome back semi–formal dance 
will take place at the Highlands University 
Student Center Ballroom this Friday for 
both Highlands University and Luna 
Community College students.  

It is sponsored by  National Society of 
Leadership and Success Chapter at 

NMHU.  
 The DJ for the dance will be Jac 
Christiaens. Attendees must be students that 
attend NMHU or LCC . Student IDs are 
required. The cost $3 per person. Anyone 
interested in  purchasing tickets can call 505-
795-3295. 

LCC students invited to NMHU dance  
 Time: 10 p.m.—2 p.m. 

 Date: Friday, Jan. 20 
  Where: NMHU Student Center 

 Ballroom  

http://www.facebook.com/jac.christiaens�
http://www.facebook.com/jac.christiaens�
http://www.facebook.com/jac.christiaens�
http://www.facebook.com/jac.christiaens�
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