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Starting over
Luna Community College student left
with only clothes on his back
On Saturday, March
community. I never was
23, Luna Community
the type of person that
College Business and
took handouts, but
Professional Studies
everything I owned is
student Dave Martinez
gone. Even two trucks
went out for what he
that I had burned
thought was going to
down. One of them
be a routine lunch with
was my son’s truck.”
his son. Not even a half
In addition to losing his
hour later, Martinez’
home, two days before
cell phone rang. And
Christmas his well in
the news was not good.
Sheridan had dried out.
Martinez was told his
Martinez was in the
double wide trailer was
process of digging a
on fire.
new one.
“When I got back
“I am grateful that no
home everything was
one got hurt,” said
engulfed in flames,”
Martinez.
Dave Martinez is shown here at his job at the Franken Tire
said Martinez. “Some
Sheridan is located
Center. Martinez lost his home on March 23.
of the neighbors say
about five miles south
they saw some power lines sparkling. I ance, he is starting from scratch.
of Las Vegas.
am waiting for the fire investigation
“All I was left with that day was the
Continued on page 4
report.”
clothes on my back,” said Martinez.
Although Martinez has home insur- “I’ve had a lot of support from the

LCC Board of Trustees meeting
informational, productive
Saturday’s Luna Community College Board of Trustees
special meeting was informational and productive. The main
emphasis of the meeting was a thorough exercise of the overall
budget, adult basic education and general education diploma
programs as well as the vocational programs. There was plenty
of interaction between board members and LCC Vice-President
of Finance Donna Flores-Medina, LCC President Dr. Pete
Campos, LCC ABE/GED Director Geraldine Romero and
LCC Vocational Director Gary Martinez.

“We are hoping that this meeting opened the doors to communication with budget issues; it was very educational and
eliminated any misconceptions of our budget,” said LCC Board
Chairman Abelino Montoya Jr. “Today’s meeting was great. It
gave staff the opportunity to let us know what they are thinking.
Looking at the budget openly is part of the transparency of this
college.”
Continued on page 6

Environmental and chemistry class field trip

Angie (Fereshteh) Manafy’s environmental and chemistry
classes visited the Wildlife Refuge last Monday. Students
explored and identified aspects and features of the environment that illustrate key concepts discussed in the science classes. Included were: key concepts in biogeochemical cycles, food web, exponential growth and how science
is a way of understanding the natural world.

Attention students:
Luna Community College registration for the summer semester is ongoing.
You may look at the schedule online at www.luna.edu.
Hard copy schedules are now available.
Please see the LCC Office of Admissions for schedules.

Jesse’s quick hits

Where do birds keep their money?
In the stork market.

Remember to smile a few times a
day. I hope this helps—Jesse
How do bees stay warm?
They wear yellow jackets.
What games to parrots play?
Hide and speak.
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Starting over...
Continued from page 1
have an entire new wardrobe,” says Martinez.
“As far as rebuilding, I need to see where I stand with the insurMartinez, who is the store manager for Franken Tire Center, had
ance,” said Martinez. “I know I do want to stay in the area and conowned his home for 17 years.
tinue my education at Luna and see
“I have an entirely different respect for
where it leads me.”
“I am truly grateful to everyone. fellow citizens because of their generosAn account as been open at the
ity and compassion,” says Martinez. “It
State Employees Credit Union where My faith in God has carried me
has changed my views of helping othcash donations are being accepted.
through. I pray that no one else has ers.”
The account number is 3001955330.
Martinez intends to volunteer with the
to go through what I have,”—Dave Red Cross, an organization that has lent
“Having lost everything, I had to
go to Wal-Mart that night and buy the
him a hand.
Martinez.
basic things like a toothbrush to start
“I am truly grateful to everyone,” says
over again,” says Martinez.
Martinez. “My faith in God has carried
Although there hasn’t been that much laughter in the Martinez
me through. I pray that no one else has to go through what I have.”
household recently, his mom did make him smile.
Martinez, a 1984 Questa High graduate, earned his auto technology
“She told me ‘Hijo, (son) look at this in a positive way, you get to
certificate from Luna Community in 1984.

NCA Criterion 3 Committee had its initial meeting on Wednesday, April 16. Criterion 3 focuses on Teaching and Learning:
Quality, Resources and Support. Pictured clockwise are Dr. Andrew Feldman (chair), Amanda Tapia, Chuck Peterson, Renee
Garcia, Shirley Marlow, Adrienne O’Brien, and Gloria Pacheco.

Meet your Rough Riders
Name: Marcos Emilio Gomez
Nickname: Marcos
Position: Second base
Major: Liberal Arts
Classification: Freshman
Hometown: Glendale, Ariz.
High School: Copper Canyon High
Previous College: South Mountain
Parents and family: Diana, Sergio Sr., Sergio
Jr. and Sianna,
Favorite movie, why?: Love and Basketball,
because it’s a good sports movie and it’s an
older film.
Marcos Gomez
If you could trade places with someone,
who would it be and why?: Derek Jeter because he is a big name in baseball history and is loved by many. He is
also a role model for many young baseball players.
How important is academics to you?: Very important. Knowledge is
power.
Plans after graduation: Pursue my career.
What is on your bucket list? To play baseball in the NCAA.
Favorite food, why?: Green chili chimichangas, because my family has
always made them while I was growing up.
Favorite athlete: Michael Jordan.
What would you like to contribute to society? A positive atmosphere.
Whom do you admire the most and why? My parents. They have
always pushed and supported me in all I have ever done and will do.

Name: Ronald Asuncion Jr.
Nickname: RJ
Position: Middle infielder/outfielder
Major: Liberal arts
Classification: Freshman
Hometown: Wailuku Maui, Hawaii
High School: Maui and Baldwin High
Parents and family: Ronald and Lenora
Favorite movie, why? Forever Young, because
it is inspiring.
If you could trade places with someone,
who would it be and why?: My dad, because I
Ronald Asuncion know he misses playing ball and I would give
that time to him so he could play ball again.
How important is academics to you?: Very important.
Plans after graduation: Hopefully pro baseball.
What is on your bucket list? Go to the pros.
Favorite food, why? Hawaiian food
Favorite athlete: Shane Victorino
What would you like to contribute to society? To stay positive and
become a role model for upcoming student-athletes.
Whom do you admire the most and why? My dad. He’s taught me
everything I know about baseball and life.

Name: Daniel Huffhines
Nickname: Dhuff
Position: First base
Major: General science
Classification: Freshman
Hometown: Farmington
High School: Farmington High
Parents and family: Janice, Brian, Sarah and Matt
Favorite movie, why?: Taken, it’s a good action film.
If you could trade places with someone, who would it be and why?: Tim Tebow, because his dedication to the game, his family and God. Plus, it would be good to play a game in the NFL.
How important is academics to you?: Very important because I can better myself later in life.
Plans after graduation: To become a doctor or work on wall street.
What is on your bucket list: To go to Vegas, Europe, skydive and work on Wall Street.
Favorite food, why?: Ribs, because barbeque is good.
Favorite athlete: Troy Tulowitzki
What would you like to contribute to society?: I would like to contribute a lifetime of work that
could someday change the world for the better.
Whom do you admire the most and why? My mom Janice, because she raised me and my siblings
without ever loosing her cool.

Daniel Huffhines

Informational...
Continued from page 1
Many people in attendance said
the meeting was so informational
that other departments should have
the same opportunity.
“I appreciate the board of trustees giving up a Saturday for an indepth presentation of the budget
process and various other fiscal
matters that impact the college,”
said Flores-Medina.
The 2013-14 fiscal year budget
will be up for approval in the next
scheduled BOT meeting which will
be held on Wednesday.
Romero provided information
on program structure, funding issues and the future of GED and

LCC Vocational Director Gary Martinez talks about certifications during Saturday’s BOT Board Meeting.

ABE.
Martinez highlighted programs
and scheduling within his department, certifications and budget
and revenue issues.
“The evidence-based presentations are indicators of the ongoing transparency, accountability
and progress made by the staff
and students at Luna Community
College,” said LCC President Dr.
Pete Campos. “This meeting and
several to come, will continue to
provide the quantitative and
qualitative information that indicate we are on the right pathway
towards reaffirmation of accreditation.”

Be Part of the Team!
LCC Fire Science Program
Summer 2013
FS115:
Introduction to Firefighting

Tuesday &
Thursday
5:15PM, Main Campus

2013 LCC Hair Show—Candy Land
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Luna Community College’s Culinary Arts
students recently catered the Wii Bowl for
Kids, a fundraiser for
Big Brothers/Big Sisters of Northern New
Mexico at the Plaza
Hotel. Pictured (l-r)
are Chef Adrienne
O'Brien, Joshua
Montoya, Michaela
Hughes, Adrian
Montoya, Gabrielle Manus, Stormi Miller,
Raquel Lujan and
Jocelyn Sanchez.

