
 

I 
D 
E 
A 
S 
 

N 
E 
E 
D 
E 
D 
| 
B 
E 
C 
O 
M 
I 
N 
G 
 

P 
R 
E 
M 
I 
E 
R 

The Luna Light The Luna Light 
“The People’s College” 

Becoming The Premier Rural Community College in America 

 

Volume 6 Issue 17     April 29-May 5, 2013 

Visit us at  
www.luna.edu 
1-800-588-7232 

 
                                   

Luna Community College quilt-
ing and sewing students will be 
participating in a Quilt Show 
titled “More Quilts and Be-
yond” that will be featured 
from Friday, May 3 through 
Wednesday, May 29 at Gallery 
140 on Bridge St. A reception 
will take place from 1 p.m. to 4 
p.m. on Saturday May 4. Pic-
tured (l-r) are:  Bonny Lopez, 
Kathy Archuleta,  Pauline 
Marquez, Beatrice Gonzales, 
Josette Martinez, Velma Ortiz, 
Trudi Samuelson and Emilia 
Rivera.  LCC’s feature quilt was 
made by Lori Lucero. For more 
on the Quilt Show, see Mon-
day’s Luna Light.  

Luna Community College receives  
Piñon Award from Quality New Mexico  

Luna Community College was 
one of five entities and the only insti-
tution of higher learning to receive a 
Piñon Performance Excellent Award 
at the 2013 Quality New Mexico 
Learning Summit and New Mexico 
Performance Excellence Awards 
Ceremony Tuesday in Albuquerque.  

Quality New Mexico is a non-
profit organization that engages in 
activities which seek to educate New 
Mexicans about quality and encour-
age and reward quality in business, 
education and other sectors.  

Since 1994 the New Mexico Per-
formance Excellence Awards Pro-
gram has recognized businesses and 
organizations on their "Path to Per-
formance Excellence". The 'Path' is a 
formal improvement journey for any 
sector organization. The Program 
provides New Mexico with three 
levels of organizational assessment, 
written feedback with strengths and 
opportunities for continued improve-
ment, and public recognition. 

Continued on page 2  
  

Luna Community College Board Chairman Abelino Montoya Jr. ad-
dresses the audience at the 2013 Quality New Mexico Performance Ex-
cellence Awards Ceremony on Tuesday. Pictured in the background are 
LCC President Dr. Pete Campos, Lt. Gov. John Sanchez, LCC Vice-
President of Instruction Dr. Vidal Martinez, LCC Board Secretary Dan 
Romero and LCC Board Vice-President Kenneth Medina. 



  

 

    

LCC:  
“The People’s College”  

Attention students:  
Luna Community College registration for the summer semester is ongoing.  

You may look at the schedule online at www.luna.edu.  
Hard copy schedules are now available.  

Please see the LCC Office of Admissions for schedules. 

Piñon Award... 

Jesse’s quick hits 
Remember to smile a few times a 

day. I hope this helps—Jesse 
 

What do you call a kangaroo that watches 
TV all day? 

A pouch potato.  
Why do bears get cold? 
Because they have bear feet.  
 
Where to bears go on vacation? 
Bear-muda.  

Continued from page 1  
By earning the Piñon 

Award, Luna Community 
College demonstrated that it 
is in the beginning stages of 
identifying and using sys-
tematic processes and col-
lecting data to reflect early 
results in areas of most im-
portance. In addition, Luna 
Community College has 
described its approaches for 
and deployment of its key 
operational processes. It has 
also identified its evaluation 
and improvement activities 
or processes, and has shown 
coordination among organ-
izational units. 

“I’m very proud of the 
staff and administration for 
launching this journey,” said 
LCC Board of Trustees 
Chairman Abelino Montoya 
Jr. “Receiving this award 
after the stringent process is 
very important for the col-
lege. This is the first step in 
aligning ourselves with the 
needs of the community and with the education we afford our custom-
ers. This will be a continued growth process with an opportunity for 
staff, administration and those that we serve to earn the Roadrunner, 
Zia and the Malcolm Baldridge National Quality Award. The board of 
trustees is committed to supporting the administration for these goals 

to become a reality.”  
The college will now strive to 
reach the Roadrunner level 
where it has to demonstrate 
the commitment and imple-
mentation of quality princi-
ples and show substantive 
progress in building sound 
and systematic processes.  
Should the college earn the 
Roadrunner Award, it will 
then turn its attention to the 
Zia Award which carries even 
more stringent requirements 
of performance excellence. 
Finally, the college will strive 
for the Malcolm Baldridge 
National Quality Award 
which is considered the ulti-
mate achievement for organ-
izational performance excel-
lence.  
New Mexico’s quality initia-
tive started in 1991. Quality 
New Mexico’s mission is to 
drive performance excellence 
in New Mexico organizations 
by providing role models, 
tools, knowledge, learning 

experiences and best practices.  
Joining Luna Community College in earning the Piñon Award are: 

MOSS ADAMS, LLC from Albuquerque, New Mexico Motor Vehicle 
Division; the Quality and Performance Assurance Division at Los Ala-
mos National Labs and Technical Area Five at Sandia National Labs.  

Luna Community College receives a Piñon Award at the 2013 Qual-
ity New Mexico Performance Excellence Awards Ceremony on Tuesday. 
Pictured (l-r) are: Quality New Mexico Board of Directors Chair Troy 
Greer, Quality New Mexico President Julia Gabaldon, LCC Board Chair-
man Abelino Montoya, LCC President Dr. Pete Campos, Lt. Gov. John 
Sanchez, LCC Board Secretary Dan Romero, LCC Vice-President of In-
struction Dr. Vidal Martinez and LCC Board Vice-Chairman Kenneth Me-
dina.  



  

 

    

Luna Community College stu-
dent Chris Castellano (right), 
along with Lupe Vasquez were 
part of the courtesy commit-
tee at SkillsUSA. Any students 
interested in joining SkillsUSA 
can call Anthony Baca or 
Dawna Ortega -Gallegos at 
505/454-2591 or 505/454-
5382. 

Luna Community College’s El Teatro de Luna directed by Cynthia Riley, perform an 
excerpt from Voices Beat - ‘Yo Soy Joaquin', by Corkie Gonzales and a piece -'A 
Brave and Startling Truth', by Mia Angelou at last Wednesday’s Humanities 
Awards Assembly. Pictured (l-r) are: Joanna Tsieti, Leslie J. Dennis, Billy Ortiz and 
Tristan Padilla. For more on the Humanities Award Assembly, see the Graduation 
Edition of The Luna Light which is scheduled to come out on Friday, May 10.  

LCC:  
“The  

People’s 
 College”  

Graduation  
edition of   

The Luna Light  
The annual Luna Community College 

Graduation Edition of The Luna Light is 
scheduled for Friday, May 10. Anyone wish-
ing to have something included in the gradua-
tion edition, should e-mail their information 
to Jesse Gallegos at jgallegos@luna.edu by 
Friday, May 3. Late submissions will be ac-
cepted through Monday, May 6.  

Printing for this edition will begin on 
Wednesday, May 8. The college intends to 
distribute anywhere from 300 to 400 copies 
after the graduation ceremony  on Saturday, 
May 11.  

Anyone interested in sending a 
column, article, photo or infor-
mation that they would like to 
see included in The Luna Light, 
please e-mail 
jgallegos@luna.edu or call him 
at 505/454-2510.  



  

 

   

LCC quilting students to feature talents 
The month of May again 

brings the Luna Community 
College quilt show at Gallery 
140 on Bridge Street.  The 
show is called “More Quilts and 
Beyond” and features the fiber 
art of the students of the quilt-
ing and sewing program at LCC 
as well as Silver Threads of 
Northern NM, a quilt guild 
made up of former and current  
LCC students.   There will be a 
reception for the artists and 
exhibitors from 1 to 4 p.m. on 
Saturday,  May 4 at 140 Bridge 
Street in Gallery 140.  This is 
the second year the Las Vegas 
Arts Council has allowed the 
students to show off their work 

This exhibit represents as-
signments completed in the 
Luna Community College quilt-
ing classes.  Three classes were 
offered for the 2012-2013 year 
made up of beginning quilters 
to 40-year quilters.  A small art 
quilt is required of each student 
as well as larger quilted projects.  
This year’s projects display 
color theory, original design 
and composition, and dimen-
sional  embellishments.   

Once a year the LCC classes 
gather stuffed animals and give 
their personal time to make 
pillow cases to give to the chil-
dren involved in CASA.  The 

animals, fabric, and pillows 
are donated by the LCC 
classes, the Trades Depart-
ment, EANM Extension 
members, Silver Threads, 
and other groups and indi-
viduals. 
This year, members of the 
Silver Threads Guild will be 
exhibiting work completed 
outside the classroom.  Silver 
Threads made the New Mex-
ico Quilt in 2012, raising 
over $2,000 for the Friends 
of the Carnegie Library.  It 
has also donated quilts to 
community charities such as 
First Born, Zoe Center, and 
lap robes to Ambercare. 
Most of the more traditional 
and innovative quilts were 
also class assignments, 
namely “Mai Tais”, “Over 
By the Pond”, “Starbound”, 
the miniature quilts, and the 
fill-in quilts.  Also in the 
show are some art assign-
ments such as 4” x 6” post-
card quilts depicting Las 
Vegas scenes and 8” x8” 
mini quilts that describe 
something about the artist. 
Our deep gratitude to the 
Arts Council for letting the 
LCC students and Silver 
Threads show our work. 
 

Monday, April 29, 2013 
 10:00 a.m. – noon Lead Advisory Team (LAT) Meeting (Student 
Services 102) 
Wednesday, May 1, 2013 
8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  MdN AHEC Health Meeting (Student Ser-
vices 102) 
6:00 p.m. – 7:45 p.m. ART 110 Final Exam (LRC Lecture Hall) 

Friday, May 3, 2013 
6:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.  Phi Theta Kappa Induction Ceremony 
(Cafeteria) 
Saturday, May 4, 2013 
7:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. CNA Testing (Allied Health NO-7 & MO-
11) 
 
 

Weekly Activities 



  

 

    

Meet your Rough Riders 
Name: Luis Chavez   
Nickname: Chavez   
Position: Pitcher  
Major: Criminal Justice 
Classification: Freshman 
Hometown: Santa Teresa, N.M.  
High School: Santa Teresa High   
Parents and family: Luis and Irma Chavez 
How important is academics to you?: Aca-
demics is very important, because I want to play 
for a four-year college.  
Plans after graduation: My plans are to go to 
a four-year school and graduate with my 
bachelor’s degree.  
What is on your bucket list? Go to Hawaii 
for a summer. 
Favorite food, why?: My favorite food is barbeque ribs because of the 
flavor of the meat and sauces.  
Favorite athlete: Randy Johnson  
What would you like to contribute to society? As a criminal justice 
major, I want to be a federal agent and contribute to help protect the 
United States.  
Whom do you admire the most and why? I admire my parents the 
most because they made the person I am today and support me the 
most.  
 
 

Name: Ridge Hoopii-Haslam  
Nickname: Ridge-o 
Position: Infielder, outfielder  
Major: Liberal Arts 
Classification: Sophomore 
Hometown: Hilo, Hawaii 
High School: Hilo High  
Parents and family: Russell Haslam Jr. and 
Carrie Hoopii 
Favorite movie, why? Soul Surfer, very inspira-
tional. 

If you could trade places with someone, 
who would it be and why?: Shane Vic-
torino, he represents Hawaii well in the major 

leagues.  
How important is academics to you?: The most important thing. 
Plans after graduation: Transfer to a four-year university and sign a 
professional baseball contract.  
What is on your bucket list? Skydiving and travel to other countries. 
Favorite food, why? Rice and spam.  
Favorite athlete: Shane Victorino 
What would you like to contribute to society? Get a good education 
and share knowledge to younger generations to fulfill their dream. 
Whom do you admire the most and why? My mom. She sacrificed a 
lot for me and let me live my dream in college.  

Luis Chavez  Ridge Hoopii-Haslam 

Name: Alec Esquivel  
Nickname: Stud  
Position: Outfield 
Major: Liberal arts  
Classification: Freshman 
Hometown: Tucson 
High School: Catalina Magnet High  
If you could trade places with someone, who would it be and why?: The president, because I think I could make 
the world a better place.  
How important is academics to you?: Very important. I want to maintain a well-paying job.  
Plans after graduation: Become a doctor.   
Favorite food, why?: Pasta Alfredo. I grew up eating it.   
Favorite athlete: Derek Jeter.  
What would you like to contribute to society?: I would like to save lives.  
Whom do you admire the most and why? Family, because they are always there for me when I need them the 
most.  

Alec Esquivel 

Weekend Scores 
Baseball: April 26 
Game 1 LCC 15 -  Midland College 16 
Game 2 LCC 4 - Midland College 15 
April 27, 2013  
Game 1 LCC 7 - Midland College 10 
Game 2 LCC 1 - Midland College 13 

Softball: April 26 
Game 1 LCC 4 - Midland College 14 
Game 2    LCC 1 - Midland College 2 
April 27  
Game 1 LCC 0 - Midland College 2 
Game 2 LCC 0 - Midland College 2 
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Be Part of the Team! 
 

LCC Fire Science Program  
Summer 2013 

FS115:  
Introduction to Firefighting 

 

Tuesday &  
Thursday 

5:15PM, Main Campus  
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The students in the QUIL205 Quilting and Sewing II (Ladies 
Night Out) class, which is held every Thursday evening at Luna 
Community College in Springer decided to have a surprise Grand-
mas' Baby Shower for two of their classmates this past month.  

Maria Crosswhite, one of the students showed quilt teacher, 
Laura Brewer, an applique bunny pattern, and suggested that each 
student make a bunny block that could be used in a baby quilt for 
Louise Portillos. Louise, who is soon to be a grandmother is a 
student in the class and is also the Springer satellite director. 

Another student, Effie Montoya, already a grandmother, was 
recently blessed with a new great grandbaby. Since she was already 
making a baby quilt as her class project, the students decided to 
make baby bibs, receiving blankets, a diaper stacker, and other 
baby items to give at the Grandmas' Baby Shower. 

The two Grandmas were very surprised when the class became 
a baby shower. The entire class had managed to keep the secret for 
weeks as they made the gifts. 

Please see, photos on this page and the next of the event.  

QUIL205 quilting and 
sewing II class has 

grandma’s baby shower 

Effie Montoya displaying a bib and blanket. 

Luna Com-
munity Col-
lege 
Springer 
Satellite 
Director 
Louise 
Portillos.  



  

 

    

Pictured (l-r) are: Louise Portillos, Sue Fleming, Judy Phelps, Effie Montoya, Liz De-
Cristino, Maria Crosswhite, Agnes Mares, and Lisa Wolf.  Louise Portillos and Effie Montoya. 
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Luna CC Springer Satellite—
welding students’ projects 
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Student Austin Decker with instructor Art Ar-
guello showing the shooting target he made in 
class. 

Alfredo Armijo with his metal cross. 

Student Neftali Roybal 
made a fireplace out of 
rims. 

Student and Springer Satellite’s physical plant 
employee Joseph Smith, made a wok. 
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