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LCC’s Melissa Serna earns sixth place:  
Iisha Trujillo 13th at National SkillsUSA  
Luna Community College cosmetology student 

Melissa Serna just missed finishing in the top five at the 
SkillsUSA National competition in Louisville recently. 
Fellow student Iisha Trujillo took 13th in her category. 

The two students had taken first place in their respec-
tive categories at the state SkillsUSA competition in 
April. Serna competed in nail care while Trujillo compet-
ed in cosmetology. Katrina Gonzales, a recent Luna Com-
munity College cosmetology graduate, was Serna’s nail 
care model.  

“All our students did very well,” said Luna Commu-
nity College Cosmetology Instructor Clarice Bonney who 
also serves as a SkillsUSA advisor. “They competed at a 
very high level. They were competing against a lot of 
students that had already graduated. I couldn’t be prouder 
of our students.” 

Continued on page 3  

   

Ten 2015 Luna Commu-
nity College Dental As-
sisting graduates took 
part in a pinning cere-
mony recently at the 
Allied Health Auditori-
um. Pictured (l-r) are: 
Kristen Flores, Tiffany 
Chavez, Amy Archuleta, 
Joann Williams, Jamie 
Lovato, Olivia Gonzales, 
Lauren Sandoval, Gene-
vieve Atencio, Melanie 
Fernandez and Chelsea 
Navarrette. For more 
information on the Luna 
Community College 
Dental Assisting Pro-
gram, please 
call 505/454-2528. 

Cosmetology Instructor and SkillsUSA Advisor 
Clarice Bonney (left) along with students Melissa 
Serna, Iisha Trujillo and Katrina Gonzales partici-
pated at nationals in Louisville.  

 



LCC:  
“The People’s College” 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

L 
U 
N 
A 
 

C 
C  

 

 
 
 

“The 
 People’s  
College”  



LCC:  
“The People’s College” 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Serna... 
 

Luna Community College students Melissa Serna and Katrina Gonzales 
competed in nail care while Iisha Trujillo competed in cosmetology.  

Continued from page 1 
Serna, who finished sixth, is a freshmen at 

Luna Community College. Trujillo is also a fresh-
men.  

Because Serna finished in the top 10, she was 
considered a finalist in her category. Both Serna 
and Trujillo earned certificates and were recog-
nized at a national level as being career ready.  

“All our students did very 
well. They competed at a very 
high level. They were compet-
ing against a lot of students that 
had already graduated. I could-
n’t be prouder of our stu-
dents,”—Luna Community College 
Cosmetology Instructor Clarice Bonney. 

Luna Community College 
Gerald P. Ortega Wellness Cen-
ter Manager Carl Vigil is wel-
coming returning and new stu-
dents, community members, and 
LCC employees who want to 
register for the fall and spring 
semesters.  

“We are very excited about 
the opportunities that our mem-
bers will have for the upcoming fall and 
spring semester,” said Vigil. “The Gerald 
Ortega Wellness center is a welcoming and 
inviting place for all. If anyone is interested 
to take one of our classes or take a self-
paced class they should come by and see me 
or Angelique Arguello.” 

Currently the Wellness Center is open 
from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday through 

Thursday and 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Fridays. It 
is closed on Saturday and Sunday. The 
hours of operation will remain the same 
during the fall and spring semester with 
Saturday and Sundays closed.  

Vigil said that the wellness center will 
be closed on Monday, Sept. 7 in observance 
of Labor Day and on Thursday, Nov. 26 and 
Friday, Nov. 27 in observance of Thanks-

giving. In addition, the wellness 
center will be closed from Mon-
day, Dec. 21 through Friday, Jan. 
1 for winter break. It will also be 
closed on Monday, Jan. 18 for in 
observance of Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day. During Easter 
break from Friday, March 25 
through Monday, March 28, the 
wellness center will also be 

closed.  
“I would like to send a big thank you to 

Dawnette Garcia-Najar and all my mentors 
that have assisted in my professional growth 
throughout the years,” said Vigil. “I would 
also like to recognize physical education 
instructors Jeff Ortzow, Louie Trujillo and 
Henrietta Griego for their time and effort in 

Continued on next page 

LCC Gerald P. Ortega Wellness Center 
hours announced for fall and spring 

“We are very excited about the opportu-
nities that our members will have for the up-
coming fall and spring semester. The Gerald 
Ortega Wellness center is a welcoming and 
inviting place for all,”—Luna Community College 
Gerald P. Ortega Wellness Center Manager Carl Vigil.  
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Wellness center... 
 Continued from previous page  

their accredited courses. Community education instructor’s Aaron 
Gallegos, Evelyn, Marquez, Erin Grassie, and Denise McElroy 
have continued to dedicate their time to keep the Luna Community 
College members active and healthy. I am truly grateful to every-
one.” 

The cost per student for each semester is $41 with senior citi-
zens paying only $28.  

“Aside from the several classes we offer, we have a variety of 
equipment students can use,” said Vigil. “Students can work out 
on their own with cable machines, free weights or cardio equip-
ment, as well as functional training equipment such as sandbags, 
bosu balls, box jumps, medicine balls and much more. We are here 
to help you; come by and see us. Our motto is No Excuses, Just 
Results!” 

For more information, call Vigil at 505/425-8767 or if 
you need information on community education classes contact 
Martin Garcia at 454-5335. 

 
Pictured is Luna Community College Gerald P. Ortega 

Wellness Center Manager Carl Vigil. The second photo is of 
the bottom floor weight room.  

 

 

“Our motto is No Excuses, Just 
Results!” 

Luna Community College students 
Liz Herrera and Kristen Rogers enjoy 
pizza during an end-of-the-year 
gathering at the college on Tuesday. 
Also pictured are Student Services 
Advisors Janice Medrano and Cindy 
Branch.  
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Luna Community College student Lawrence Martinez (second from the left) passed his American Welding Society (AWS) certi-
fication on Wednesday, July 22. Mike Thomas, (far left) from Rocky Mountain Testing, was on campus to administer the 
test. AWS is a multifaceted, nonprofit organization with a goal to advance the science, technology and application of welding 
and related joining disciplines. Martinez currently is working with a large contractor in Questa, N.M., and earned his certifica-
tion to advance his opportunities within the welding industry. Also pictured are LCC's Vocational Department Director Gary 
Martinez and LCC Welding Instructor Donnie Adkins. Gary Martinez says that in today's industry certifications are a big part of 
advancing a career. Martinez says that one of the biggest reasons students enroll in vocational programs is because of the li-
censing and certifications that the college offers. For more information on credentials that are being offered at Luna Communi-
ty College, call Gary Martinez or the Karen Wezwick at 505/454 2530 or 505/617-6020.  

Luna Community College's Santa Rosa Satel-
lite students Jessica Bell and Danielle 
Romero took part in an online class recently. 
For more information on the Luna Communi-
ty College Santa Rosa Satellite, please call 
575/472-1400.  
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 Luna Community College reserves the right to edit and approve all content.  The Luna Light will be printed every other week.  

Luna Community College will soon 
begin offering nationally recognized heavy 
equipment certifications. Students will be 
able to get certified in scrapers, bulldozers, 
all-terrain forklifts, skid loaders, backhoes, 
wheel loaders, excavators, motor graders 
and compaction equipment, according to 
Luna Community College Building Trades 
Instructor Joseph Montoya.   

“It’s something that’s needed,” said 
Montoya. “The heavy equipment operation 
programs is comprehensive, industry devel-
oped and offers national recognized certifi-
cation. It’s getting to the point where em-
ployees need certification.” 

The classes will be two-credits each. 
Montoya said that the first class will be on 
backhoe operations. Montoya intends to 
have this week-long class beginning soon. 

Among some of the benefits of the 
classes, students will be taught heavy equip-
ment operations with a variety of classroom 

instruction. Students successfully complet-
ing the National Center for Construction 
Education and Research (NCCER) special-
ized training will receive an NCCER certifi-
cation card and will be put on the national 
registry. This NCCER database is a list of 
names of individuals who have successfully 
completed any NCCER standardized con-
struction and safety training by an accredit-
ed organization.  

Among Montoya’s qualifications, he is 
an NCCER master trainer, an NCCER craft 
instructor in nine pieces of heavy equip-
ment, an NCCER construction site safety 
master trainer and an OSHA outreach train-
er.  

The total contact hours for each piece 
of the heavy equipment certification will 
vary. The heavy equipment certifications 
are designed to give students the fundamen-
tal skills and knowledge needed to operate 
heavy equipment. In addition, students will 

attend a 10-
hour Occupa-
tional Safety 
and Health 
Administra-
tion training 
course by an 
authorized 
OSHA out-
reach trainer.  

Students 
may qualify 
for free tui-
tion on the 
courses 
through the 
Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act 
if eligibility requirements are met.  

For more information on Luna Com-
munity College heavy equipment certifica-
tions, please contact Montoya at 505/795-
0930.  

Luna CC to offer nationally recognized 
heavy equipment certifications 

Joseph Montoya 

The Luna Community College campus is looking green with the recent rains. Northern New Mexico received plenty of rain 
over the summer.  
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This aerial view shows Luna Community College’s east side of the campus. Luna Community College stands on a hill that 
overlooks Las Vegas. (photo by Erin Grassie) 

Joseph Cruz is Luna Community 
College’s new veterans special-
ist. Cruz will be assisting veter-
ans and dependents with GI Bill 
benefits, veteran scholarships 
and educational programs. Cruz 
has over 20 years of service with 
the New Mexico National Guard. 
Cruz served in Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. He would like to thank 
all veterans for their service and 
is looking forward to working at 
the ACCESS Center.  He can be 
reached 505/454-5317. He is 
located at the Student Services 
Building, room 114.  
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Springer Satellite student excels in  
ornamental welding class 

 
 
 
 
 
The summer heat didn’t keep weld-
ing students at Luna Community Col-
lege’s Springer Satellite out of the 
shop. Francisco Caro drove to 
Springer every Monday from Las Ve-
gas for Art Arguello’s ornamental art 
welding class. This was Caro’s first 
semester at Luna Community Col-
lege, but has a great deal of welding 
experience. Since Caro fabricated a 
headache rack with a Broncos logo 
for his truck. In addition to the Bron-
co theme, he has made a metal cook-
ing disc. For more information on the 
Luna Community College Springer 
Satellite, call 575/483-5009.  

LCC: “The People’s College” 
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LCC Foundation Golf Tourney  
set for Aug. 29 at Pendaries 

 The 2015 Luna Community College Foundation Annual 
Golf Tournament will be held on Saturday, Aug. 29 at the 
Pendaries Golf Course in Rociada. A shotgun start is sched-
uled at 9 a.m.  
 A four-person team sponsor is $1,000. A hole sponsor-
ship is $250.  The entry fee covers green fees, a cart, and a 
lunch. Money raised will be used for scholarships.  
 Prizes will be given for longest drive (men and wom-
en’s division) and closest to the pin (men and women’s divi-
sion).  A hole-in-one for a cash prize will also take place. 
Team prizes will be awarded for first through third place plus 
a first place gross score in a four-person scramble format. 
 For more information, call Luna Community College 
Executive Foundation Director Sarah Flores at 505/454-5367.  
 The Pendaries Golf Course is located about 30 minutes 
north of Las Vegas and is known for its stunning views of the 
Sangre de Cristo Mountains.  

Luna Community College Springer 
Satellite employees Tina Gallegos 
and Robert Arrellin were recog-
nized for their diligent work. Pic-
tured with Gallegos and Arrellin is 
LCC Board of Trustee David 
Gutierrez. 

Money raised to be used  
for scholarships  

This photo was taken at last year’s Luna Community College 
Foundation Golf Tournament at the Pendaries Golf Course in 
Rociada.  
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Luna Community 
College Dual Credit 
Coordinator Steven 
Marquez speaks 
with West Las Ve-
gas football players 
after practice re-
cently. For more 
information on Lu-
na Community Col-
lege’s Dual Credit 
Program, please 
call Marquez at 
505/454-5374.  

 

The Luna Community 
College ACCESS Center Tu-
toring Lab recently got 15 new 
computers. The tutoring lab is 
located in room 113 in the Stu-
dent Services Building 

“Both the students and 
tutors are excited to have these 
new computers,” said Luna 
Community College ACCESS 
Center Student Services Advi-
sor Janice Medrano. “These 
computers will be utilized 
quite a bit throughout the 
school year.” 

The ACCESS Center pro-
vides tutoring for many pro-
grams of study. During the sum-
mer semester, students can use 

the computers from 8 
a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday and 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. on Fri-
days.  During the fall 
and spring semesters, 
the ACESS Center Tu-
toring Lab is open from 
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday and 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
Fridays.  
For more information on 
the Luna Community 
College ACCESS Cen-
ter and its tutoring lab, 

please call Medrano at 
505/454-2546. 
 

Luna Community College  
ACCESS Tutoring Lab gets 15 new computers 

ACCESS Center Student Services Advisor Janice Medrano and Stu-
dent Tutor Sergio Hartshorne are pictured here by the new comput-
ers.  
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This picture of the Pecos High School Baseball and Softball Complex shows a birds eye view. Luna Community College 
and Pecos High School are currently talking about having a Rough Rider softball and baseball game at Pecos High. 
(Courtesy photo Pecos Schools) 

 
Luna Community College stu-
dents, faculty, staff and com-
munity, a Rough Rider Meal 
Card is available. The Rough 
Rider Meal Card can be pur-
chased at the LCC Fiscal Of-
fice. For more information,  
call LCC Food Services Man-
ager Paul Sandoval at 505/454-
2581.  
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  Former Rough Rider standouts  
playing professional baseball  

 
 Ridge Hoopii Haslam, Michael Ormseth and will Mathis all put 
on Rough Rider uniforms. Today, the three former Luna Community 
College baseball players are currently in the professional ranks.  
 Hoopii-Haslam is on the Grand Prairie AirHogs roster. Grand 
Prairie is part of the American Association. The AirHogs are an inde-
pendent minor league baseball team located in the Dallas-Forth Worth 
Metroplex. The American Association is an independent professional 
baseball league.  
 Hoopii Haslam,  most recently, was second in team home runs 
with six and third in RBI’s with 21.  
 Ormseth was the 2015 Pecos League Pitcher of the Year. 
Ormseth went 6-3 this season for the Las Cruces Vaqueros. He led the 
Pecos League in strikeouts with 94 in only 86 innings. 
 Mathis play in the High A division for the Seattle Mariners or-
ganization in Bakersfield, Calif. Most recently, he had a 4-2 record and 
a 3.76 ERA to go along with 50 strikeouts.  
 Hoopii-Haslam played at Tennessee Wesleyan after playing at 
Luna Community College. Ormseth and Mathis played at New Mexico 
State University and New Mexico University, respectively.  
 “I’m very proud of  our program that has provided a roadmap for 
many of our student-athletes that have gone on to four-year universities 
and represented Luna Community College in the right way,” said Luna 
Community College Baseball Coach Antonio Siqueiros. “We wish all 
current, future and past student-athletes the best in their journey.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pictured 
clockwise are 
Ridge Hoopii-
Haslam,  
Michael 
Ormseth and  
Will Mathis  
(Mathis photo 
taken by  Van 
Worth Photog-
raphy)  
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Luna Community Col-
lege Nursing Director 
Susan Olson wel-
comes first-level 
nursing students at 
Friday's orientation. 
The first day of clas-
ses at Luna Commu-
nity College begins 
on Monday, Aug. 24. 
For more information 
on Luna Community 
College's Nursing 
Program, call 1-800-
588-7232 or visit the 
college's website 
at www.luna.edu.   

 By Wanda Martinez 
Mora Site Director  

 The Mora Site begins yet anoth-
er semester on a positive note.  We 
raised the bar this past spring by grad-
uating eight high school students with 
a general education certificate and one 
receiving her general studies AA!  
They are:  April Gallegos, Genoveva 
Hurtado (magna cum laude, Phi Theta 
Kappa), Andres Martinez (cum laude, 
Phi Theta Kappa), Julianne Mendoza 
(cum laude, Phi Theta Kappa) (AA), 
Melissa Montoya, Onnica Pino 
(summa cum laude, Phi Theta Kappa), 
Gilbert Ramirez (cum laude) and 
Alexus Trujillo (magna cum laude, Phi Theta Kappa).   
 Each of them are registered for the fall semester at the univer-
sity of their choice as sophomores.  Two of these students, Andres 

Martinez and Gilbert Ramirez,  have 
joined the National Guard and will 
be beginning their educational jour-
ney in the spring semester as they 
are currently in Georgia and Mis-
souri, respectively.  
 This is the first time in Mora 
High School history that so many 
students have received their certifi-
cates and the first time any student 
received an associate’s degree prior 
to their high school graduation! 
Congratulations!!  This is quite an 
accomplishment and it just proves 
the impact and effectiveness Luna 
Community College has in a rural 

community.  The possibilities are indeed endless and we will con-
tinue to strive to do all we can for our community and all its educa-
tional needs.  

Students excelling at Mora Site  

Andres Martinez and Gilbert Ramirez  
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will be closed on Monday, 

Sept. 1 in  
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Seven LCC student-athletes earn  
all-conference academic honors  

Six Luna Community College base-
ball players and one softball player were 
recognized by the Western Junior College 
Athletic Conference for earning a spot on 
its spring 2015 Honor Roll Team.  

To make the 2015 Honor Roll Team, 
a student-athlete had to earn a 3.25 grade 
point average or higher for the spring 
semester.  

Anthony Acevedo, Daniel Brennan, 
Ryne Niemi, Manuel Parra, Jose 
Mondragon and Thomaslee Mares repre-
sented the baseball team. Corteney Torrez 
represented the softball team.  

Torrez, a sophomore from Gallup, is a 
general studies major.  

“Corteney is a very intelligent young 
lady who is going to continue college at the 

University of Wyoming; she is very dedicat-
ed to her work,” said Luna Community Col-
lege Softball Coach Nathan Trujillo.  

Acevedo is a freshmen from Anthony, 

N.M. He is majoring in general studies. 
Brennan, is a general studies major from 
Las Cruces. He is a freshman.  Niemi is a 
freshman outfielder from Belton, Texas. He 
is a general studies major. Parra, a sopho-
more from Albuquerque, is a business ad-
ministration major. Mondragon, a sopho-
more first baseman from Albuquerque, is a 
pre-engineering major. Mares is a freshman 
from Albuquerque. He is a liberal arts ma-
jor.  

“It is very difficult to maintain a high 
grade point average while playing base-
ball,” said Luna Community College Base-

ball Coach Antonio Siqueiros. “These stu-
dent-athletes are very focused and dedicat-
ed; they applied themselves.” 

Anthony Acevedo Daniel Brennan  Ryne Niemi Manuel Parra Jose Mondragon 

Thomaslee Mares Corteney Torrez  
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