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Luna Communi-
ty College has a 
billboard on 
mile marker 
343 heading 
south on 1-25. 
The billboard, 
which is located 
four miles north 
of Romeroville  
right outside of 
Las Vegas, has 
pictures of sev-
en Luna Com-
munity College 
students on it.  

LCC receives good news from 
HLC Evaluation Team 

Luna Community College received 
a report from members of the Higher 
Learning Commission Evaluation 
Team that their recommendation is for 
reaffirmation of accreditation.  

The Higher Learning Commission 
Evaluation Team consisting of Lloyd 
Hammonds, Catherine Kinyon, and 
Donna Dare conducted a comprehen-
sive evaluation visit on Oct. 13-15, 
2014.  

The next recommended reaffirma-
tion evaluation visit is for 2024-2025.  

According to the report, the evalu-

ation team “believes that LCC has 
demonstrated that it continues to meet 
the criteria for accreditation and has 
the capacity to address opportunities 
for improvement and areas of con-
cern.” 

“I thank everyone for their contri-
bution to a highly-successful reaffir-
mation process,” said Luna Communi-
ty College President Dr. Pete Campos.  

The re-accreditation process was a 
joint effort by the board of trustees, 
administration, faculty, staff, students 
and communities in the Luna Commu-

nity College service area. While at 
Luna Community College, the mem-
bers of the Higher Learning Commis-
sion Evaluation Team conducted an 
extensive and well-planned visit. 

Editors Note: Luna Community 
College President Dr. Pete Campos re-
ceived an e-mail from HLC Evaluation 
Team Chair Lloyd Hammonds express-
ing thanks to the entire college for their 
dedication and preparation of the visit.  
In addition, Hammonds was thankful to 
the college for its courtesy to team mem-
bers during the visit. He wishes the best 
to everyone at LCC.  

The The first day of spring classes begin on Monday, Jan. 12. 
The last day to add classes is Tuesday, Jan. 20.  
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Luna Community College will hold a 
board of trustees election on Tuesday, March 
3, 2015. Three of the seven district board 
seats are up for election. The three districts 
are: District 2, District 4 and District 6.  

Candidates may declare their candida-
cy on Wednesday, Jan. 14 at the San Miguel 
County Clerk’s office or at their respective 
county clerk’s office. Write-in candidates 
may declare on Tuesday, Jan. 27 at the San 

Miguel County Clerk’s office or at their re-
spective county clerk’s office. Individuals 
may register to vote on or before Tuesday, 
Feb. 3, 2015 at the following county clerk’s 
offices: San Miguel, Guadalupe, Colfax, 
Union or Mora County. Absentee voting will 
take place from Friday, Feb. 6 through Fri-
day Feb. 27 at the San Miguel, Guadalupe, 
Colfax and Mora County Clerk’s office. 

Voters are asked to check with their 

respective county clerk’s office for precinct 
and polling places.  

The term of the board of trustees is six 
years.  

For more information, please call your 
respective county clerk’s office or the Luna 
Community College Office of the President 
at 505/454-2501. 

 

LCC Board of Trustees election  
to be held on March 3  
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For days, please refer to schedule. 
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Temperatures in the teens 
along with ice falling cre-
ated frost in many areas 
of northern New Mexico 
last Wednesday evening 
and Thursday morning. 
This particular photo was 
taken on Thursday morn-
ing to the north of the 
Luna Community College 
campus.  

 The Luna Communi-
ty College Vocational/
Trades Department re-
cently purchased a new 
semi-truck. The semi-
truck will enhance the 
CDL Program to a higher 
level. According to LCC 
Vocational Director Gary 
Martinez, Luna’s CDL 
program has been doing 
well for the last five 
years. Pass and comple-
tion ratios are around 95 
percent.  
 “With our new sleep-
er truck and 53 foot trail-
er, we will now give our 
students an endorsement,” 
said Martinez.  “The truck has state-of-the-art technology.  We will 
be installing a rear bench seat in the sleeper so we can have students 
onboard while being trained.  This will be another advantage to the 
program.”  

 Through the efforts of 
Vocational Director Gary 
Martinez, President Dr. 
Pete Campos and Comp-
troller Francina Martinez, 
a proposal was put togeth-
er for the purchase of the 
truck.  “Everyone in the 
Vocational Department 
has been working hard to 
enhance the programs and 
we are continuously re-
ceiving updated equip-
ment throughout the de-
partment,” said Martinez. 
“Currently, we are offer-
ing CDL courses in the 
spring with one driving 
course already full. An 

additional course will be added when we find additional instructors.” 
 If interested in being an instructor or student please call the Vo-
cational Trades Department office at 505/454 -2530 and ask for Gary 
Martinez or Karen Wezwick. 

LL LCC will 
be closed on 
Monday,  
Jan. 19 in  
observance of 
Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day. 

Vocational Department gets new semi-truck 
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Newly-hired Luna Community College Culinary Arts 
Instructor Terri Stafford will also be the Culinary 
Arts Club advisor. The first meeting is at 2 p.m. on 
Thursday, Jan. 15 at the IPC Classroom.  

Luna Community College student counselor and advisor Cindy Branch assists LCC students Trevor Dayzine and Tracy Rich-
ards for the spring semester. LCC begins the semester on Jan. 12. Dayzine is business major, while Richards is majoring in 
dental assistance. 

By Dr. Pete Campos/President 
 I spent a lot of time during the winter break talking to people through-
out our service area about what they heard from others.  Two examples of 
what I am referring to are: 1] oh, a person told me that Luna’s not going to 
get accredited, and 2] that person told me Luna’s nursing program closed 
or was closing.  Both rumors are false (not true)!   
 We have all heard about or participated in the exercise where several 
people form a line and a person approaches the first person in the line and 
whispers a short message in his or her ear; that person then turns and whis-
pers what he or she thought was heard in the ear of the second person, the 
same exercise is repeated until the last person who then speaks out loud 
and tells everyone what he or she heard.  The message, when repeated of-
ten enough, usually turns out not to be the message that the person whis-
pered in the first person’s ear. 
 The reality of the rumors that were swiftly moving through our service 
area are as follows: 1] the HLC Evaluation Team recommends reaffirma-
tion of accreditation, the timing for  next reaffirmation evaluation is 
2024-2025 and the rationale is “despite such headwinds as an economical-
ly depressed service area, a declining population, and declining state reve-
nues, the college has been able to effectively budget its resources to con-
tinue to fulfill its mission and strategic plan in a fiscally responsible man-
ner.  Luna has impressive, well-maintained facilities and highly committed 
and qualified faculty and staff.  Students and community members were  

Continued on next page  
LCC: “The People’s College” 

Rumors, reality  
and respect 
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Continued from previous page 
complimentary and supportive of the services and education provid-
ed by the college.  The HLC Evaluation Team believes that LCC has 
demonstrated that it continues to meet the criteria for accreditation 
and has the capacity to address opportunities for improvement and 
areas of concern”.  2] Our nursing program will not close.  It will be 
made better!  During the winter break, I communicated closely with 
key individuals in health sciences, nursing and nursing governance.  
In the next few months we will have strong partners who will great-
ly assist us with LCC nursing administration and uniform curricu-
lum alignment and implementation consistent with New Mexico 
nursing programs.  Our nursing program will have the resources, 
assistance and support necessary to meet the growing demands of 
our nationally accredited nursing program.   
 Antoine de Saint-Exupery, French writer, said, “I have no right, 
by anything I do or say, to demean a human being in his own eyes.  
What matters is not what I think of him; it is what he thinks of him-
self.  To undermine a man’s self-respect is a sin.”  This quote re-

minded me of how lack of respect for one another can hurt a person.  
Mutual respect and trust are the critical elements in any successful 
relationship.  In the absence of respect, there is humiliation, con-
tempt, dishonesty, bullying, feeling that one is not heard and feeling 
misunderstood. 
 Respect is defined as a positive feeling of esteem for a person or 
institution.  If we treat others as we would like to be treated, be tol-
erant instead of being insulting, and offer support and solutions, 
even when there is failure, we create a much more positive environ-
ment that leads to increased personal confidence and work produc-
tivity, pride in our workplace and an attitude that leads to good men-
tal and physical health.  
 Congratulations to our Preschool staff for their hard work and 
knowledgeable care they provide children!  Our Preschool received 
word in December it advanced from a 2 star to a 3 star  license.  
This achievement is a result of continuous quality program improve-
ment.  Luna has a great future!                      

Rumors... 
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