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Luna Community College students Terri Stafford (left) and Lonnie 
Clark (right) will be competing in this year's New Mexico SkillsUSA 
competition in baking and culinary arts, respectively. Luna Community 
College has 35 participants registered for the event. The New Mexico 
SkillsUSA Conference runs from Wednesday, April 3 through Saturday, 
April 6.  

Luna Community College Zumba 
classes will resume on Tuesday, March 
26 at the Gerald Ortega Wellness Cen-
ter.  

Zumba classes will be taught by 
Tim Martinez for the rest of the semes-
ter. The classes will take place from 
5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays and run through Thursday, 
May 9.  

Zumba, which is under community 
education, has a fee of $25 per student.  

For more information, call 
Dawnette Garcia-Najar at 505/425-
8767.  

In other Wellness Center news, the   
3 on 3 basketball intramural program 
deadline has been extended. In addi-
tion, The Biggest Loser Contest is on-
going. For more information, you may 
call Garcia-Najar.  

Zumba classes 
resuming at  

Wellness Center  

Luna Community College will again offer an enhanced 
college credit summer program for upcoming classified high 
school juniors and seniors. For several years, Luna Commu-
nity College has offered the Student Academic Advancement 
Institute (SAAI). This year, it will run from Monday, June 3 
to Friday, July 26. Registration begins on Tuesday, April 2 
and runs through Friday, June 7.  

The program provides: free tuition for up to nine credit 
hours, textbook waiver, an access code wavier and a distance 
learning fee waiver. Tuition is not covered for students that 
are home-schooled or in private school.  

Upon successful completion of their courses with an ac-
ceptable passing grade, students will receive a $100 stipend. 

The program is designed to enhance educational opportu-
nities and help students achieve academic success and sup-

port their educational goals.  Other advantages that SAAI 
students receive are: 

 Participation in student activities 
 Introduction to a college environment 
 Encouragement to pursue a college degree at either 

at a two- year college or four-year university.  
 Forming a pathway between their current school, 

Luna Community College and to a four-year institu-
tion. 

 Awarded an opportunity to be challenged and grow 
both academically as well as personally.  

 Earning college credit while still in high school. 
Continued on page 2  

LCC offering summer program 
for high school students 



  

 

   

 

Lady Rough Riders take 3 from Clarendon   

Summer program... 
Continued from page 1  
The SAAI program has 130 slots available. All Luna Community 

College entrance requirements apply to this program. Students are re-
quired to fill out a packet available at the Luna Community College 
ACCESS Center.  

Students in the SAAI Program may register for any course listed in 
the summer 2013 course schedule.  Prerequisites must be met. Students 

can view the Luna Community College Summer Schedule for a list of 
classes at www.luna.edu. General education core classes transfer to four
-year universities.  

For further information and applications, call 505/454-2567 or 1-
800-588-7232 and ask for extension 1014 or 2005. Academic and career 
counseling services will be available along with tutoring services.  

Luna Community College 
Business and Profes-
sional Studies Director 
Renee Garcia gives a 
presentation to Peñasco 
High students on Thurs-
day morning. About 50 
Peñasco High students 
toured several depart-
ments around campus. 
During the tour, they 
were given specifics on 
what programs Luna 
Community College has 
to offer. The students 
culminated their day on 
campus by having lunch 
at The Rough Rider Grill.  

 

Renee Roybal 

The Luna Community College Lady Rough Riders 
are proving that they not only belong in a conference, 
but that they can also compete.  

The Lady Rough Riders took three of four games 
from Clarendon College on the road over the weekend. 
After dropping the first game 5-4, they won 13-5, 9-1 
and 13-9.  

Renee Roybal was the winning pitcher in two of the 
games, pitching all 14 innings. Veronica Holloman took 
the other win for Luna Community College.  

“It was good to get back in conference games,” said 
LCC Interim Coach Nathan Trujillo.  

The Lady Rough Riders got some great perform-
ances offensively from several players. Among them 
were Celeste Paiz who hit two home runs and collected 

six hits. Kaitlyn Gross had eight hits and Marissa Valen-
cia added seven hits.  

Gross is ranked in the top 15 in the nation with nine 
home runs on the year. She is also ranked in the top 20 
in batting average, hitting right around the .500 clip.  

The Lady Rough Riders will host Otero Community 
College on Tuesday. Games will be played at 1 p.m. and 
3 p.m.  

They will host Frank Phillips College on Thursday 
and Friday in a conference home opener. Thursday’s 
games are scheduled for 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. Friday’s 
games are scheduled for 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.  

The baseball team took the weekend off and will 
travel to Borger, Texas and take on Frank Phillips Col-
lege on Friday and Saturday.  



Celebrity Look-Alike Contest 
We are asking individuals to vote on which picture looks closer to our Luna Community College employee. 
Please e-mail your vote to jgallegos@luna.edu or by calling extension 1200. Votes will be taken until 3 p.m. 
on Tuesday.  If you would like to volunteer for a look-alike, please call ext. 1200. Remember, this is all in fun.  
 

  

 

   

 

Elaine Montaño 

and 

Annette Funicello  

or 

Ernest Encinias  

and 

George Lopez 

Attention students:  
LCC will begin early registration for summer classes on  

Tuesday, April 2. The campus will be closed on Friday, March 29 
 and Monday, April 1. 

Name: Veronica Holloman  
Nickname: Roni  
Position: Pitcher, First Base 
Major: Liberal arts  
Classification: Freshman 
Hometown: Albuquerque 
High School: Del Norte  
Parents and family: Holly and Russell 
(parents); Robert (brother) and Amanda 
(sister).  
Favorite movie, why? Spirited Away, Mi-
yasaki is a genuine artist.  
If you could trade places with someone, 
who would it be and why?: I wouldn’t 
want to trade places with anyone because I’m 
happy with the life I have made for myself.  
How important is academics to you?: Academics help carve the 
path to your future making academics very important.  
Plans after graduation: Move onto a four-year university.   
What is on your bucket list: Fly in an airplane.  
Favorite athlete: Cat Osterman  
What would you like to contribute to society?: Helping younger 
people learn the game.  
Whom do you admire the most and why? My parents, because they 
shaped me into who I am today. 

Name: Mariquita Zamora  
Nickname: Kita 
Position: Left Field 
Major: Nursing  
Classification: Freshman 
Hometown: Chesapeake, Va. 
High School: West Las Vegas High 
Previous College: Highlands  
Parents and family: Timothy, Sylvia and 
Jacob.  
Favorite movie and why?: Stepbrothers, be-
cause Will Ferrell is funny.  
If you could trade places with someone, 
who would it be and why?: Bill Gates, so I 
could know what it is like to have influence and 
money.  
How important is academics to you?: Very 

important. Without an education you almost have no start to a steady ca-
reer.  
Plans after graduation: To move forward with a nursing career.  
What is on your bucket list? Standing on a street corner with an inspira-
tional sign.  
Favorite food, why?: Tacos, they are quick and simple.  
Favorite athlete: Denver kicker Matt Prater 
What would you like to contribute to society?: A foundation toward a 
cure for childhood cancers.  
Whom do you admire the most and why? My mom, uncle and God-
mother, because watching them fight cancer has inspired me deeply.  

Meet your Rough Riders 

Veronica Holloman  Mariquita Zamora  

Employee 
 winner  

Last week’s winner was Gene Sandoval as James 
Bond.  



  

 

    

Meet your Rough Riders 
Name: Justin Burkeen   
Nickname: Burk  
Position: Pitcher  
Major: Fire science 
Classification: Freshman 
Hometown: Albuquerque, N.M.  
High School: Atrisco Heritage Academy 
Parents and family: David, Patricia, Britina, 
Ethan and Harden  
Favorite movie, why?: Never Back Down, 
because it is inspiring and motivating 
If you could trade places with someone, 
who would it be and why?: Matt Cain, a 
pitcher for the San Francisco Giants. I want to 
know the feeling of pitching in the major leagues.  
How important is academics to you?: It’s very important; it’s your 
future.  
Plans after graduation: Further my education and become a fire-
fighter.  
What is on your bucket list: Skydiving.  
Favorite food, why?: Steak  
Favorite athlete: Mickey Mantle  
What would you like to contribute to society?: Help the homeless 
Whom do you admire the most and why? My dad, because he’s my 
role model and has taught me everything I need to do.  
 
 

Name: Roberto A. Santana   
Position: Catcher 
Major: General engineering   
Classification: Freshman  
Hometown: Mayaguez, Puerto Rico  
High School: Pro Baseball High School  
Parents and family: Roberto Santana and 
Maribel Gonzalez 
Favorite movie and why?: Avengers, it’s just 
the best. 
If you could trade places with someone, who 

would it be and why?: Yadier Molina, He is 
very inspirational. 
How important is academics to you?: The 

most important, that is why I am in school.  
Plans after graduation: Get a good engineering job and start a profes-
sional career in the minors.  
What is on your bucket list? Win the World Series as a player.  
Favorite food, why?: Puerto Rican food.  
Favorite athlete: Ivan Rodriguez.  
What would you like to contribute to society?: Give back to society 
and future generations.  
Whom do you admire the most and why? My dad. He is my role 
model and has taught me everything I know.  

Justin Burkeen Roberto A. Santana  

Name: Rafael Angel Rivera Caballero  
Nickname: Bebe 
Position: Third Base  
Major: Drafting 
Classification: Freshman 
Hometown: Carolina, Puerto Rico  
High School: Luz America Calderon   
Parents and family: Rafael, Rachael, Marangely, Yadira and Melanie.  
Favorite movie, why?: I don’t have a favorite movie.  
If you could trade places with someone, who would it be and why?: I would trade places with 
any professional baseball player because I want to know how it feels to be playing at that level.  
How important is academics to you?: It is very important because without it you are nobody.  
Plans after graduation: If I don’t get drafted, I’m looking for a great opportunity to start working.  
What is on your bucket list: I don’t have a bucket list.   
Favorite food, why?: Rice, beans and pork chops.  
Favorite athlete: Jim Thome.   
What would you like to contribute to society?: Whatever I can do to help.  
Whom do you admire the most and why? I admire my dad a lot because he shows me how to 
play and teaches me to never give up.  Rafael Caballero  



  

 

    

Rachel Ridgeway, a student at Luna Com-
munity College, has been named a 2013 Coca-
Cola Community College Academic Team 
Silver Scholar. The Coca-Cola Scholars Foun-
dation sponsors the Coca-Cola Community 
College Academic Team program by recogniz-
ing 50 Gold, 50 Silver and 50 Bronze Scholars, 
and providing nearly $200,000 in scholarships 
annually. Each Silver Scholar receives a $1,250 
scholarship and a special medallion.  

Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society adminis-
ters the Coca-Cola Community College Aca-
demic Team Program and recognizes Coca-
Cola Community College scholars during All-
State Community College Academic Team 
Recognition ceremonies held in 38 states. Stu-
dent scholars also receive recognition locally 
during ceremonies held on campus and inter-
nationally for those who are able to attend Phi 
Theta Kappa’s Annual Convention. 

 Community college presidents or their 
designated nominators may submit no more 
than two nominations per campus for this 
award. An independent panel of judges consid-
ers outstanding academic rigor, grade point 
average, academic and leadership awards, and 

engagement in college and community service 
in the selection process.  

“We thank the Coca-Cola Scholars Foun-
dation for their vote of confidence in commu-
nity college students by investing in their fu-
tures,” said Dr. Rod Risley, Executive Director 

of Phi Theta Kappa. “Their support is espe-
cially welcome during this challenging eco-
nomic climate, as more and more community 
college students need additional resources to 
help them complete their degrees.”  

“The Coca-Cola Scholars Foundation has a 
long history of providing financial assistance to 
outstanding students at community colleges,” 
said J. Mark Davis, President of the Coca-Cola 
Scholars Foundation. “We are proud to part-
ner with Phi Theta Kappa and make it possible 
for deserving students to achieve their educa-
tional goals.” 

Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society, headquar-
tered in Jackson, is the largest honor society in 
American higher education with more than 
1,285 chapters on two-year and community 
college campuses in all 50 of the United States, 
Canada, Germany, Peru, the Republic of Palau, 
the Republic of the Marshall Islands, the Fed-
erated States of Micronesia, the British Virgin 
Islands, the United Arab Emirates and U.S. 
territorial possessions. More than 2.5 million 
students have been inducted since its founding 
in 1918, with approximately 135,000 students 
inducted annually. 

LCC’s Rachel Ridgeway named 2013 Coca-Cola  
Community College Academic Team Silver Scholar 

Rachel Ridgeway 

Be Part of the Team! 
 

LCC Fire Science Program  
Summer 2013 

FS115: Introduction to Firefighting 
Tuesday & Thursday 

5:15PM, Main Campus  

Weekly  
Activities 

Monday, March 25, 2013 
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. CACFP Train-
ing for Daycare Providers (LRC Lec-
ture Hall) 
Tuesday, March 26, 2013 
11:30 a.m. – 10:00 p.m.    LCC Com-
munity Ed Workshops on Business, 
Finance and Publishing (LRC Lec-
ture Hall) 
Thursday, March 28, 2013 
9:30 a.m. – 10:45 a.m.  Public Speak-
ing Class (LRC Lecture Hall) 
12:30 p.m. – 1:45 p.m.  Public Speak-
ing Class (LRC Lecture Hall) 
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Caissons support and stabilize foundation 

Christopher Kelly 
and Alexandria 
Campos both ap-
plied for and re-
ceived the 2013 
New Mexico Night-
ingale Scholarship 
for $1000. The 
Nightingale Schol-
arship is presented 
by the Center for 
New Mexico Nurs-
ing Excel-
lence.  Students 
across New Mexico 
submit  an applica-
tion and must qual-
ify based on finan-
cial need, academic 
standing and pro-
fessional commit-
ment to nursing. 
Chris and Alex are 
exceptional exam-
ples of LCC nursing 
students and will 
make excellent 
nurses for our com-
munity. Pictured 
with them, is LCC 
Allied Health Direc-
tor Susan Grohman.  

By Dr. Pete Campos 
Luna Community College President  

I was asked the question last week, what have you done for Luna?  
The answer came to mind immediately.  I’ve supported it in every way 
possible: from advocating as a young taxpayer for the continuance of 
the mill levy used to fund – what was then named Luna Vocational 
Technical Institute – to working with my colleagues in the New Mexico 
House of Representatives and State Senate for the past 23 regular legis-
lative sessions to keep the college doors open. 

The question also brought to mind several construction projects 
completed while I served as Mayor of Santa Rosa (4 years) and Associ-
ate Superintendent or Superintendent of the Las Vegas City Schools 
(15 years).  These projects were renovations where there was a high 
water table and caissons (watertight retaining structures) were con-
structed to support and stabilize foundations.  The structures sup-
ported by caissons are still standing firmly today. 

This question also reminded me of the renewed hope, new begin-
nings and lifetime supporters of Luna Community College.  These peo-
ple were and are the “human” caissons of our college and I thank them 
all for their wholehearted and unselfish commitment.  Gilbert Keith 
Chesterton, English writer, said, “Don’t ever take the fence down until 
you know the reason it was put up.” 

Now, we are once again ready to continue moving forward and 
together, attain new levels of accomplishments for our students, fac-
ulty, staff, administration, Board of Trustees and community.  While 
research has shown that individual institutions are considered common 
frameworks of expansive societal expectations – it is important to note 
that our reputation and success originated from our grassroots popula-
tion.  To continue with our framework of societal expectations – we 
have and will continue to prepare graduates for the quick changing 
needs of our global workforce! 

We are a more mobile society, seeking quality and affordable learn-
ing opportunities everywhere.  It is not uncommon today to find stu-
dents taking classes on-campus and online simultaneously.  It’s a fast 
paced, energy-filled world and today’s students are searching for the 
best education, methods and results to compete, earn a living and live 
their lives filled with hope and promise.  Luna Community College is 
positioned to help students accomplish their goals.  Robert Louis Ste-
venson, Scottish novelist, said, “Quiet minds cannot be perplexed or 
frightened but go on in fortune or misfortune at their own pace, like a 
clock during a thunderstorm.” 

It all began with and continues through those who have stood 
the test of time in support of our mission, to educate and prepare 
others for their role in life.       
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	LCC offering summer program 

	for high school students

	Rachel Ridgeway, a student at Luna Community College, has been named a 2013 Coca-Cola Community College Academic Team Silver Scholar. The Coca-Cola Scholars Foundation sponsors the Coca-Cola Community College Academic Team program by recognizing 50 Gold, 50 Silver and 50 Bronze Scholars, and providing nearly $200,000 in scholarships annually. Each Silver Scholar receives a $1,250 scholarship and a special medallion. 

	Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society administers the Coca-Cola Community College Academic Team Program and recognizes Coca-Cola Community College scholars during All-State Community College Academic Team Recognition ceremonies held in 38 states. Student scholars also receive recognition locally during ceremonies held on campus and internationally for those who are able to attend Phi Theta Kappa’s Annual Convention.

	 Community college presidents or their designated nominators may submit no more than two nominations per campus for this award. An independent panel of judges considers outstanding academic rigor, grade point average, academic and leadership awards, and engagement in college and community service in the selection process. 

	“We thank the Coca-Cola Scholars Foundation for their vote of confidence in community college students by investing in their futures,” said Dr. Rod Risley, Executive Director of Phi Theta Kappa. “Their support is especially welcome during this challenging economic climate, as more and more community college students need additional resources to help them complete their degrees.” 

	“The Coca-Cola Scholars Foundation has a long history of providing financial assistance to outstanding students at community colleges,” said J. Mark Davis, President of the Coca-Cola Scholars Foundation. “We are proud to partner with Phi Theta Kappa and make it possible for deserving students to achieve their educational goals.”

	Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society, headquartered in Jackson, is the largest honor society in American higher education with more than 1,285 chapters on two-year and community college campuses in all 50 of the United States, Canada, Germany, Peru, the Republic of Palau, the Republic of the Marshall Islands, the Federated States of Micronesia, the British Virgin Islands, the United Arab Emirates and U.S. territorial possessions. More than 2.5 million students have been inducted since its founding in 1918, with approximately 135,000 students inducted annually.

	LCC’s Rachel Ridgeway named 2013 Coca-Cola 

	Community College Academic Team Silver Scholar

	Weekly 

	Activities

	Monday, March 25, 2013

	Tuesday, March 26, 2013

	Thursday, March 28, 2013
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