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The champion  

 Santiago Sena, along with 
several other Luna Community 
College students, started the 
SkillsUSA journey months ago. 
And for Sena, the journey will 
continue to the national competi-
tion as he took first-place in the 
Action Skills competition Satur-
day in Albuquerque.  
 “It’s a good feeling, I didn’t 
think I was going to win it,” said 
Sena. “I have more confidence 
now. I really liked everything 
about SkillsUSA and I intend to 
come back next year.” 
 Sena, an automotive technol-
ogy student, did a demonstration on a starter showing how 
the power goes through it. 
 “Don’t ever think you can’t do something; anything is 
possible,” said Sena.  

  Continued on page 3 

Santiago Sena wins Action Skills competition; 
Gallegos, Stafford win silver, Gonzales bronze 

Santiago Sena is pictured 
above moments before com-
peting  on Thursday. The sec-
ond photo shows Sena with his 
gold medal.  

LCC stu-
dents 
and staff 
take a 
moment 
for the 
camera 
before 
the clos-
ing cere-
mony 
Saturday   
morning 
in Albu-
querque.  



Jesse’s quick hits 
Remember to smile a few times a day. I hope this helps—Jesse 
 

Why can’t leopards play hide and seek? 
Because they are always spotted 

  

 

 
 

 

 

Game 2: Luna 3 - Otero 11 
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 Sena, Gallegos, Stafford and Gonzales... 

  
 
 
 

 

 
Continued from page 1  

 Raquel Gallegos brought home 
silver in the nail care competition. 
Perhaps for Gallegos, the journey 
itself is what makes her a champion.  
 “It’s kind of crazy; I never 
thought I would be here,” said 
Gallegos moments after winning sec-
ond-place and holding back tears. “I 
went from being homeless  a few 
months ago to accomplishing this. It 
means a lot to me. I worked really 
hard for it. At one point I almost quit 
Skills and I’m glad I didn’t.” 
 Gallegos said that this past sum-
mer she decided to come to Luna and 
sign up for financial aid.  
 “Luna has helped me a lot,” said 
Gallegos “With SkillsUSA I have a 
family at school. Someday I hope to 
finish school and get my own home.” 
 Terri Stafford also took a silver 
medal. Stafford competed in commer-
cial baking.  
 “I am really happy with my per-
formance,” said Stafford. “I have a 
good advisor that provided me a lot of 
encouragement. Their was a lot of 
trial and error.  There were a lot of 
things in the competition that we 
learned in class.” 
 Katrina Gonzales was the bronze 
medalist in cosmetology.  
 “For it being my first year here it 
was a good experience,” said Gonza-
les. “It went really well.” 
 Other LCC competitors were: 
Amberlyn Sena in extemporaneous 
speaking; Dominic Lopez and Grant 
Baker in Automotive Service Tech-
nologies. 
 “It was a good experience for us, 
Luna prepared us well for this compe-
tition,” said Amberlyn Sena.  
 Only the first-place winners in 
each division advance to the national 
competition in Kansas City in June.  
  

   Pictured (top to bottom) are: Terri Stafford (far 
left); Katrina Gonzales (far left) and Raquel 
Gallegos (far right). 

Pictured (top to bottom) are: Katrina Gonzales, 
Terri Stafford and Raquel Gallegos with her nail 
model Presley Hern all during competition.  
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Images from 2014 SkillsUSA 

Pictured clockwise are: Grant Baker, Domonic Lopez and Advisor Gene Sand-
oval after their competition on Friday; Katrina Gonzales at her competition on 
Thursday; LCC faculty and SkillsUSA Board Members Anthony Baca and 
Dawna Ortega-Gallegos with LCC Admissions Director Moses Marquez on 
Thursday; Chris Castellano on Thursday; Amberlyn Sena before her competi-
tion on Thursday and  Alexandra Trujillo, Advisor Clarice Bonney and Carlene 
Salazar at the cosmetology competition on Thursday.  
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Anyone interested in sending a column, 
article, photo or information that they 
would like to see included in The Luna 
Light, please e-mail jgallegos@luna.edu 
or call him at 505/454-2510.  
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Tip of  
the week:  

Be cool 
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Jesse’s  
quick hits 

Remember to smile a few times a 
day. I hope this helps—Jesse 

 

Knock, knock  
Who’s there?  

Roland. 
Roland who?  

Roland down the river. 
 

Knock, knock.  
Who’s there?  

Sony. 
Sony who?  

Sony day, isn’t it. 
 

Valley Junior High Principal 
Kathy Lucero addresses the 
LCC Board of Trustees at last 
Tuesday’s work session in El 
Pueblo. Lucero  expressed 
her appreciation to the board 
of trustees and LCC Presi-
dent Dr. Campos for their 
outreach to El Valle. She also 
stressed the need to contin-
ue to collaborate in the areas 
of technology, adult basic 
education and educational 
support to parents so that 
students will be well-
prepared to move in educa-
tion. She is enthusiastic 
about future meetings with 
the college. 

 Luna Community Col-
lege YouthBuild’s Case 
Manager/Transition Coordi-
nator Roderick Luján recent-
ly completed a Department 
of Labor YouthBuild Con-
struction Certification Train-
ing in Denver.  Luján suc-
cessfully completed the Con-
struction Outreach Trainer 
course (OSHA 500) and the 
Construction Standards 
course (OSHA 510). 
 Sponsored by the 
Mountain West OSHA 
Training Institute and Edu-
cation Center of Salt Lake 
City, courses were held at 

the Mile High YouthBuild 
Facility March 24-April 1, 
2014. 
 “I sincerely appreciate 
and acknowledge Roderick’s 
untiring perseverance, devo-
tion and immense service to 
Luna Community College,” 
said  Luna Community Col-
lege YouthBuild Director 
Eddie King. “I join the fac-
ulty, staff and students of 
YouthBuild in offering Ro-
derick our heartiest congrat-
ulations on his well-
deserved success.” 
 

Lujan completes certification  
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By Dr. Pete Campos 
LCC President  

 A consensus arrived at by Luna Community College faculty, staff 
and a Board of Trustee at a session facilitated by a Quality New Mexico 
official to select Mission and Vision Statements concurred that given 
our unique environment and need to educate the area population chose 
“Creating  Opportu-
nities for You!” as 
our mission state-
ment. This is a 
meaningful message 
that indicates to 
students we will 
help them achieve 
an educational level 
that will open doors 
for their career ad-
vancement. Brian 
Tracy, motivational 
speaker and author, 
said, “Successful 
people are always 
looking  
for opportunities to 
help others. Unsuc-
cessful people are 
always asking, 
what’s in it for me?” 
 Northeastern New Mexico is a predominately Hispanic populated 
region of New Mexico with high levels of underserved, poverty and 
unemployment. The small communities of our authorized service area 
lack job and career opportunities and many of those employed are con-
sidered to be at or  near poverty level. 

 Our goal to provide quality and soundness, transparency and ac-
countability, continuity and stability, academic freedom, affordable 
access to post-secondary education, and a solid base of evidence is 
grounded in the following: 
• Updated and current governance policies and protocols, annual and 
timely complaint audits, efficiency driven and student centered budgets, 
and best practices program assessments that are evidence based and 
lead to student success. 

• A factual and realistic story of who we are, what our struggles have 
been, how we have weathered the past six years of an uncertain econo-
my and the many positive changes that have benefitted all students and 
staff who have chosen Luna Community College  
for their educational advancement and employment careers. 
• A strategic plan that has kept us advancing in a positive and right di-

rection and on the 
pathway to meeting 
the ever emerging 
trends in the job mar-
ket so students will be 
well prepared with 
independent thinking 
skills, certified cre-
dentials and lasting 
optimism and  
persistence to contrib-
ute to life’s demand-
ing and quick chang-
ing environment.  
 The Luna 
family takes every 
opportunity possible 
to ensure that student 
persistence, retention 
and completion are 
the fundamental cor-

nerstone to guide, inspire, educate, and prepare students for personal 
satisfaction, gaining a better understanding of the need for and the 
worth of education and the pursuance of career success. Zig Ziglar, 
difference maker in people’s lives, said, “I’ve always taught that a poor 
economy is the best opportunity for salespeople because the naysayers 
and grumblers have already given up, leaving more territory, more op-
portunities to be successful than in a good economy when virtually all 
salespeople are out there, giving it their best.”  
 Your interest, constructive input, and support of Luna Community 
College is important to the students we serve. Their future success de-
pends on our present efforts and planning for the future! As  
you review our data and offer solution based suggestions to improve 
our model as a quality community college, keep in mind - it is worth 
our collective efforts to invest in and never lose hope that students  
will succeed. Charles R. Swindoll, pastor and author, said, “We are all 
faced with a series of great opportunities brilliantly disguised as impos-
sible situations.” 

“Creating Opportunities for You” 

 This mural is located outside the LCC Library. The title of the mural is called La Edu-
cación, by Francisco LeFebre, from Wagon Mound. 

Community  2010Census  %Hispanic  % Poverty (2008-2012) 
Las Vegas  13,753  80.5%   31.5%  
Mora   656  90.4%   16.2% (County) 
Pecos   1,392  79.7%  24.6% 
Raton   6,885  57.9%  20.7% 
Santa Rosa  2,848  79.4%   13.2% 
Springer  1,047  64.7%  22.5 % 
      Source: 2010 U.S. Census 
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Monday, April 7, 2014 
11:00 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. Public Speaking Class (LRC Lecture Hall) 
3:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. LCC Faculty Senate Meeting (IPC Cafeteria) 
Tuesday, April 8, 2014 
9:30 a.m. – 1:45 p.m. Public Speaking Class (LRC Lecture Hall) 
5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. Piyo Fitness (VoAg) 
Thursday, April 10, 2014 
9:30 a.m. – 1:45 p.m. Public Speaking Class (LRC Lecture Hall) 
5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. Piyo Fitness (VoAg) 

Friday, April 11, 2014 
9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. SLOA Training (Education 117) 
12:00 p.m. LCC Baseball v. Western Texas (Snyder, TX) 
12:00 p.m., 2:00p.m. LCC Softball v. Howard College (Big Springs, TX) 
5:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. Cub Scouts Blue & Gold Banquet (IPC Cafeteria) 
Saturday, April 12 , 2014 
7:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. CNA Testing (Allied Health NO-7 & MO-11) 
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Defensive Driving (General Studies 102B) 
10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Casa de Cultura Seed Exchange (IPC Cafeteria) 
12:00 p.m. LCC Baseball v. Western Texas (Snyder, TX) 
12:00 p.m., 2:00 p.m. LCC Softball v. Howard College (Big Springs, TX) 

Weekly calendar  

Position Announcements 
LUNA COMMUNITY COLLEGE IS ACCEPTING APPLI-
CATIONS FOR THE FOLLOWING VACANT JOB POSI-
TIONS: 
 • Instructor-Family Nursing (closes 5-30-14) 
• Senior Financial Aid Advisor (closes 4-9-14) 
• Director of Adult Basic Education (closes 4-25-14) 
• School of Business Full time Faculty (closes 5-30-14) 
• Temporary Part time Tutors ACCESS Center (closes 4-9-14) 

 
FOR JOB DESCRIPTION(S) AND/OR CLOSING DATES, 
CONTACT THE HUMAN RESOURCES DEPARTMENT AT 
(505) 454-2503 OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 
WWW.LUNA.EDU 
 
LUNA COMMUNITY COLLEGE IS AN EQUAL OPPOR-
TUNITY EMPLOYER.  ALL POSITION POSTING FOL-
LOW THE LCC AFFIRMATIVE ACTION PLAN. 
 

Rough Riders take two from NMJC 

 The Luna Community College baseball team took two games 
from conference foe New Mexico Junior College over the week-
end. After winning the first game 6-2 on Friday, the Rough Riders 
were downed 13-0. On Saturday, the Rough Riders lost the first 
game 5-1 before bouncing back to win the final game of the series 
9-8.  
 The Rough Riders are 12-23 overall and 8-12 in conference 
play.  

 The LCC softball team lost all four games to Odessa College 
on the road. They lost 8-0 twice on Friday and 6-1 and 17-3 on 
Saturday.  
 They are now 12-19 overall and 8-8 in conference.  
 The Rough Riders are scheduled to take on Western Texas 
College in Snyder, Texas on Friday and Saturday. The Lady Rough 
Riders are also scheduled to be on the road Friday and Saturday as 
they take on Howard College in Big Springs, Texas.  

LCC Third 
Baseman 
Bronson 
Pulgados  
(left pho-
to) waits 
for the 
ball and 
attempts 
to tag 
out a 
runner in 
the final 
game on 
Satur-
day.  
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The 2014 Luna Community College Baseball Team (top, l-r) Anthony Romero, Julian Lopez, Alfredo Valentin, Santos Car-
rasquillos, Martin Rodriquez, Hayden Mauch, Joe Gros, George Romero, Ismael Deleon, Raulier Martinez, Spencor Hill, Alex 
Gutierrez and Erick Santiago. Bottom (l-r): Alex Meza, Ryan Wheat, Manuel Parra, Paul Canepa, Tyler Higs-Gonsalves, Pat-
rick Gonzales, Jose Ortega, Daniel Garcia, Brongson Pulgados and Craig Davis.  

LCC RN nursing students  Roy Miller, Franchesca Flores, Nicole Cordova and Deanna Tapia make copies of a study guide for finals. 
Alex Meza signs a national letter of intent to play at Lourdes University.  He will join the Gray Wolves in the 2014 fall semester.  
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2014 LCC Summer Schedule  
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 Summer registration will begin April 1 
 and fall registration begins on April 15 



Anyone interested in send-
ing a column, article, photo 
or information that they 
would like to see included 
in The Luna Light, please e
-mail jgallegos@luna.edu 
or call him at 505/454-2510.  
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