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                                   LCC’s Hoopii-Haslam signs with 

Oklahoma Baptist University 
The Princeton Review considers OBU 

one of the best universities in U.S. 
Today Ridge Hoopii-Haslam is going to school and hitting home runs for 

Luna Community College. Soon he will be doing the same at Oklahoma Bap-
tist University.  

Hoopii-Haslam, a sports performance major, signed a national letter of 
intent to play baseball for Oklahoma Baptist University next season. More im-
portantly, Oklahoma Baptist University, is considered one of the best in the 
entire nation by The Princeton Review.  

“I feel great and humble about this achievement,” said Hoopi-Haslam. 
“Coming from the islands in the middle of the Pacific Ocean, this has been a 
big change of environment. Luna Community College will always be in my 
roots. I will always consider Luna Community College my home.” 

Hoopii-Haslam is a native of Hilo, Hawaii. He made his way to Luna Com-
munity College in August of 2011.  

“A lot of coaches recommended my name and Luna Community College 
came up,” said Hoopii-Haslam. “A lot of my high school teammates attended 
west coast schools and paid a lot in tuition. I thought it would be good to play 
in New Mexico and make a name for myself and help build a foundation here.” 

As of Thursday, April 11, Hoopii-Haslam’s .504 batting average is second 
in the National Junior College Athletic Association (NJCAA) and his six home 
runs  places him at 17th.  

Continued on page 2  

Changing math anxiety to math confidence 

Ridge Hoopii-Haslam signs a na-
tional letter of intent to play base-
ball at Oklahoma Baptist University. 

Students at Luna Community College have a unique 
opportunity to complete basic math requirements this 
summer by enrolling in algebra with applications with in-
structor Betsy Sanchez. The Accelerate Algebra with Ap-
plication-Math Camp will run from Monday, June 3 to 
Friday July 26. Registration started on Tuesday, April 2 and 
runs through Friday, June 7. In order to register all stu-
dents must be pre-approved by instructor. 

Math camp is taught in a unique, supportive and inter-
active environment. The purpose of Math Camp is to ac-
celerate a student’s progress through basic math require-
ments during the summer so they can begin degree-related 
coursework in the fall. In addition, a dedicated tutor will be 

available 20 hours a week to help students during class 
time and outside class hours. 

Accelerate Math Camp uses online curriculum and 
works with robots to illustrate the connection between 
math learned in the classroom and the application of math 
concepts in technology fields.  Math Camp students work 
in small interactive groups and will gain valuable math pro-
ficiency and experience in basic robotics.  No matter what 
field a student is studying, a basic understanding of robot-
ics will come in handy when it comes time to find a job. 

Continued on page 2  
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Attention students:  
Luna Community College  

registration for the summer semester is ongoing.  
You may look at the schedule online at www.luna.edu.  

Hard copy schedules are now available.  
Please see the LCC Office of Admissions.  

Continued from page 1 
“I feel honored and blessed to attend a four-year university to con-

tinue my education and play the sport that I love,” said Hoopii-Haslam.  
Hoopii-Haslam is expecting to play second base and hit in the third 

spot offensively.  
Tuition at Oklahoma Baptist 

University is $28,202 a year. 
Hoopii-Haslam’s scholarship will 
cover the majority of it.  

“I can’t thank the Luna Com-
munity College faculty enough for 
their help and their honesty with 
me,” said Hoopii-Haslam. “Seeing 
people smiling every day is some-
thing that I love. Where I’m from, my high school was small like Luna 
Community College. I like the family atmosphere here. This college 
and special town will surely be missed” 

It was not uncommon to see Hoopii-Haslam give the extra effort 
since arriving at Luna Community College.  

“Hard work pays off,” said Hoopii-Haslam. “I want to share this 
with other people and younger generations who will come after me. 
Anything is possible. I’ve been playing baseball since I was three years 
old. I don’t go a day without dreaming that I will play major league 
baseball at some point.” 

Don’t be surprised if Hoopii-Haslam’s phone rings in the 2013 

Major League draft. Even at 5-9, many scouts see the potential in him 
as a professional player.  

“Basically, they have told me that I can play for my size,” said 
Hoopii-Haslam.  

Even if Hoopii-Haslam does get 
drafted, it would be his decision 
whether or not to stay in school.  
Oklahoma Baptist is located in 
Shawnee, Okla. It is located 35 
miles east of Oklahoma City. It has 
an enrollment of 1,979 students 
and has a 16 to one student to fac-
ulty ratio.  
OBU consistently is ranked in the 

Forbes.com listing of  America’s Best Colleges. 
“Coming from a buddy of mine that went to school there, Okla-

homa Baptist is a well-rounded university,” said Hoopii-Haslam.  
Hoopii-Haslam got close with his teammates and coaches while at 

Luna Community College.  
“I am going to miss my brothers that I shared a lot of memories 

with,” said Hoopii-Haslam. “I want to give them a big thank you. I 
want to thank Coach Antonio Siqueiros and Coach Darren Wheat for 
giving me the opportunity to play college baseball and help me achieve 
my goals.” 

 Hoopii-Haslam... 

“I can’t thank the Luna Community 
College faculty enough for their help and 
their honesty with me…This college and 
special town will surely be missed,”—
Ridge Hoopii-Haslam 

Continued from page 1  
Students interested in attending Math 

Camp must enroll in the Accelerate Program 
and will receive paid Math Camp tuition, $150 
stipend and four credit hours upon successful 

class completion.  
 In addition to Math Camp, the Accelerate 

Program offers a Career Technical Advisor to 
pro-actively advise students throughout the 
academic year, professional readiness training, 

and paid internships. 
For more information and application, 

contact Betsy Sanchez, instructor, 505/454-
2554 or Diane Moore, career technical advisor, 
505/454-5303. 

Math camp... 
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Name: Marissa Valencia  
Nickname: Danger   
Position: Shortstop/second base  
Major: General studies  
Classification: Freshman 
Hometown: Bernalillo 
High School: Bernalillo High   
Parents and family: Anthony and Loretta 
Apodaca 
Favorite movie, why? Love and Basket-
ball, because that’s what I’m all about. 
If you could trade places with someone, 
who would it be and why?: My mom, so I 
could know how it feels to raise me.  
How important is academics to you?
Very important. Your education is the one 
thing no one can take away from you. 
Plans after graduation: Continue school and become a cardiac sur-
geon.  
What is on your bucket list? Be the first girl in the NBA, skydive and 
be a mom. 
Favorite food, why? Fettuccini Alfredo. Italian food is the best. 
Favorite athlete: Magic Johnson  
What would you like to contribute to society? Free health care clin-
ics for poor towns and for those who can’t afford it.  
Whom do you admire the most and why? My step father. I’ve seen 
him become a very successful man and he has been there for me since 
I was born.  
 

Name: Celeste Paez 
Nickname: Cele Boo Boo 
Position: First base, shortstop   
Major: Sports performance  
Classification: Sophomore  
Hometown: Las Cruces  
High School: Mayfield High   
Parents and family: Krista, Gilbert, 
Arianna and Josiah 
Favorite movie, why? The Breakfast 
Club, because I am a huge fan of the 80’s.  
If you could trade places with someone, 
who would it be and why?: I would trade 
places with my little brother because he is 

always so happy and never has a care in the 
world.  
How important is academics to you?: Academics is very important 
to me because without it, I wouldn’t even be here right now. 
Plans after graduation: Own my own business in physical therapy to 
help disabled children.  
Favorite food, why? Green chili chicken enchiladas 
Favorite athlete: Brian Wilson from the Giants because he can grow a 
sick beard.  
 What would you like to contribute to society? When I graduate and 
begin my career I would like to help disabled children live a physically 
healthy life.  
Whom do you admire the most and why? My parents, because with-
out them I would not be the person I am today. I have the best parents 
anyone could ever ask for. I am very lucky.  

Meet your Rough Riders 

Marissa Valencia Celeste Paez 

Name: Krynisha Betoni  
Nickname: Korn 
Major: Infield/Outfield 
Classification: Liberal arts 
Hometown: Bloomfield, N.M. 
High School: Bloomfield High  
Parents and family: Byron Betoni, Melvin Valdez and Bryce Betoni 
Favorite movie and why?: Mulan, because I like how a girl can show guys they do the same things.  
If you could trade places with someone, who would it be and why?: I would trade a day with any Nascar 
driver so I could drive fast without being pulled over by a police officer.  
How important is academics to you?: Academics comes first. To me, it’s at the top of my list of priorities.   
Plans after graduation: Move to Las Cruces and go to school for kinesiology. I then want to graduate from 
New Mexico State University and transfer to the University of Arizona and get my physical therapy degree.  
What is on your bucket list? Travel to every continent except Antarctica.  
Favorite food, why?: Navajo Tacos and grandma’s cooking, because grandma’s cooking is awesome. You can 
not get any better than that.  
Favorite athlete: Blake Griffin and Natasha Watley.  
What would you like to contribute to society?: I would like to show kids the fundamentals of softball and 
help kids become the player they can be.  
Whom do you admire the most and why? I admire my dad because he is a hard worker and continues to work diligently until he gets what he 
wants.  

Krynisha Betoni 



  

 

    

Meet your Rough Riders 
Name: Thomas McKinney   
Nickname: Coleman  
Position: Pitcher  
Major: Liberal Arts/Finance 
Classification: Freshman 
Hometown: Plano, Texas  
High School: Hebron High   
Previous College: Brookhaven College   
Parents and family: Sheri McKinney, Mike 
McKinney, Carsen McKinney, Lexi McKinney, 
Julia McKinney, Jack McKinney and Susan 
McKinney  
Favorite movie, why?: The Disney movie 
Holes; I just watch it over and over again and 
never get bored.   
If you could trade places with someone, who would it be and 
why?: I would trade places with Justin Verlander, the Cy Young Award 
winning pitcher of the Detroit Tigers. I would like to know what it is 
like being in his shoes.  
How important is academics to you?: Very.  
Plans after graduation: Play pro baseball.  
What is on your bucket list? Go skydiving.  
Favorite food, why?: Homemade chicken tenders.  
Favorite athlete: Nolan Ryan.  
What would you like to contribute to society? Greatness 
Whom do you admire the most and why? Chris Brady and Orrin 
Woodward, because of the leadership principles they have helped me 
apply in my life.  

Name: Allen Casillas   
Nickname: Casillas  
Position: Catcher and outfielder 
Major: Sports performance 
Classification: Freshman. 
Hometown: Anthony, N.M. 
High School: Gadsden High  
Parents and family: Manuel and Olga Casillas. 
Favorite movie, why? 300, it’s inspiring. 
If you could trade places with someone, who 
would it be and why?: Babe Ruth. Who wouldn’t 
want to trade places with him.  
How important is academics to you?: Very 
important.  

Plans after graduation: Play pro ball.  
What is on your bucket list? Play until I’m 65; if I make it.  
Favorite food, why? T-bone steak 
Favorite athlete: Abraham Casillas (my brother).  
What would you like to contribute to society? Respect 
Whom do you admire the most and why? My parents. They go 
through tough times and never give up.  

Thomas McKinney Allen Casillas  

Name: Payden Kuhn  
Nickname: Goonie 
Position: Pitcher 
Major: General studies 
Classification: Sophomore 
Hometown: Omaha, Neb.  
High School: Omaha Central High 
Previous College: Fort Scott Community College 
Parents and family: Wendy, Jim and Mckenna 
Favorite movie, why?: Tommy Boy, it’s hilarious 
If you could trade places with someone, who would it be and why?: Michael Jordan, he seems to 
have a fun life.  
How important is academics to you?: I’m a student-athlete, so it is very important.  
Plans after graduation: Playing Division I baseball at Alabama A&M University. 
What is on your bucket list: Skydiving.  
Favorite food, why?: Chinese/sesame chicken.  
Favorite athlete: Michael Jordan 
What would you like to contribute to society?: Smile and be happy. 
Whom do you admire the most and why? My dad. He is the hardest worker and has battled through 
two strokes.  

Payden Kuhn 



  

 

    

Luna Community College  

Be Part of the Team! 
 

LCC Fire Science Program  
 

Summer 2013 
FS115:  

Introduction to Firefighting 

 
Tuesday &  
Thursday 

5:15PM, Main 
Campus  

Luna Community College physical plant employee Joseph Smith stands by the hallway en-
trance of the LCC Springer Satellite where he has refurbished the hardwood floors. Smith 
has sanded the floors and intends to stain and seal it by this summer.  

Weekly activities 
Monday, April 15, 2013 
5:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.  DWI Class 
(General Studies 102B) 
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. Lead Ad-
visory Team (LAT) Meeting 
(Student Services 102) 
8:00 a.m. – 8:50 a.m. Public 
Speaking Class (LRC Lecture 
Hall) 
10:00 a.m. – 10:50 a.m.    Public 
Speaking Class (LRC Lecture 
Hall) 
Tuesday, April 16, 2013 
9:30 a.m. – 10:45 a.m.   Public 
Speaking Class (LRC Lecture 
Hall) 
12:30 p.m. – 1:45 p.m.  Public 
Speaking Class (LRC Lecture 
Hall) 
Wednesday, April 17, 2013 
8:00 a.m. – 8:50 a.m.    Public 
Speaking Class (LRC Lecture 
Hall) 
Thursday, April 18, 2013 
10:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.    United 
Blood Services Blood Drive 
(Allied Health) 1:30 p.m. – 4:00 
p.m. SBDC Constant Contact Training 
(Student Services 102) 

Continued on page 12  
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By Dr. Pete Campos/LCC President  
This year the Higher Learning Commission (HLC) hosted a conference 

that addressed a myriad of topics including the Program to Evaluate and 
Advance Quality (PEAQ) process that Luna Community College will be 
using to seek reaffirmation of accreditation.  Central themes I heard 
throughout the presentations were: Be positive, tell your story, make sure 
when you address the criteria for accreditation that your responses are 
evidence based and while the journey will be filled with work, enjoy it!  
Henry Ford, American industrialist, said, “Coming together is a beginning.  
Keeping together is progress.  Working together is success.” 

We have been preparing intently for this process during the past five 
years.  For example: we’ve updated our Board of Trustee policies; remained 
accountable and transparent; maintained a college budget during one of the 
worst economic periods (2008-2012) in recent history that focused on stu-
dent success (quality and affordable education) and kept employees work-
ing without furloughs or layoffs; improved our Human Resource (HR) 
process to ensure equal opportunity for employment and employee rights 
protection; published an excellent 2012-2015 course catalog that informs 
students, their parents and our community of our college offerings; and 
aligned our curriculum to benefit students so they may have the opportu-
nity to attain certificates and degrees and earn credits that will transfer so 
they may pursue a four-year degree after their LCC program of study.  
Abraham Lincoln, 16th U.S. President, said, “Let no feeling of discourage-
ment prey upon you, and in the end you are sure to succeed.” 

Now, the foundation is solid!  It is time to come together and commu-
nicate like never before to share the hard work we have already accom-
plished and coordinate our best efforts to clearly and succinctly address the 
criteria in preparation for affirmation of accreditation.  I believe that each 
and every employee of our Luna family will step forward and provide a 
valuable piece to this extraordinary and wonderful journey on which we 
have embarked.  Tony Robbins, motivational speaker, said, “Identify your 
problems, but give your power and energy to solutions.” 

I attended 26 sessions during the HLC 2013 annual conference that 
provided the necessary information to gain a clear view of what our self-
study should include and what the timeline and expectations during the 
next 18 months will be in preparation for our scheduled on-site visit in 
October of 2014. 

If you’ll recall, several months ago we met with Retha Shiplet, a lead 
instructor for Quality New Mexico (QNM), to come up with two impor-
tant statements that we could engrain within our minds and practice daily.  
While these two statements must still be considered for formal approval in 
these or modified forms by our Board of Trustees, it is important that we 
begin to absorb their content.  1] Our Mission Statement – Creating Op-
portunity for You.  2] Vision Statement – New Mexico’s Premier Commu-
nity College: Preparing Students for Success. 

While I battled bronchitis during the conference and my flight home 
was delayed, I still made it back to our BOT regular monthly work session 
(still in my travel clothes).  “Trust because you are willing to accept the risk, 
not because it is safe or certain,” Anonymous. 

I would especially like to thank Dr. Vidal Martinez for his atten-
dance at the conference and his willingness and enthusiasm to par-
ticipate in this challenging endeavor.     

 

Back from  
HLC Conference 

Softball and baseball 
team each win one game 

Both the Luna Community College softball and baseball team won 
one of four games over the weekend. All games were at home.  

The Lady Rough Riders beat Howard College 3-1 in the first game 
on Saturday. They lost 11-8 and 12-2 on Friday and 20-2 in the second 
game on Saturday.  

The baseball team lost 9-2 and 11-8 on Friday to Western Texas 
College. They lost 7-3 in the first game on Saturday before winning 
the final game 8-7.  

The softball team will travel to El Paso on Friday and Saturday to 
take on El Paso Community College in a four game stint. Game time 
is scheduled to begin at 1 p.m. each day.  

The baseball team will host Trinidad State in a scheduled double-
header on Tuesday. The first game begins at noon. They travel to Big 
Springs, Texas on Friday and Saturday to take on Howard College. 
The starting time for both days is scheduled at noon.  
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Benita Lopez 
Baca from Novo 
Nordisk con-
ducted a diabe-
tes academy on 
campus last 
Thursday. In-
cluded in her 
program was 
diabetes man-
agement and 
diabetes medi-
cation.  The 
event was spon-
sored by LCC’s 
Area Health 
Education Cen-
ter and Novo 
Nordisk. 

Weekly  
Activities 

Continued from page 6 
6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.  LV Community Water Board 
Meeting (Technologies 130) 
Friday, April 19, 2103  
8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.  YouthBuild OSHA 10 
Training (LRC Lecture Hall) 
9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. SBDC Constant Contact 
Training (Student Services 102) 
Saturday, April 20, 2013 
■9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Casa de Cultura Seed Ex-
change (IPC Cafeteria) 
 


	Monday, April 15, 2013

	5:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.  DWI Class (General Studies 102B)

	10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. Lead Advisory Team (LAT) Meeting (Student Services 102)

	8:00 a.m. – 8:50 a.m. Public Speaking Class (LRC Lecture Hall)

	10:00 a.m. – 10:50 a.m.    Public Speaking Class (LRC Lecture Hall)

	Tuesday, April 16, 2013

	9:30 a.m. – 10:45 a.m.   Public Speaking Class (LRC Lecture Hall)

	12:30 p.m. – 1:45 p.m.  Public Speaking Class (LRC Lecture Hall)

	Wednesday, April 17, 2013

	8:00 a.m. – 8:50 a.m.    Public Speaking Class (LRC Lecture Hall)

	Thursday, April 18, 2013

	10:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.    United Blood Services Blood Drive (Allied Health) 1:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. SBDC Constant Contact Training (Student Services 102)

	Continued on page 12 

	6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.  LV Community Water Board Meeting (Technologies 130)

	Friday, April 19, 2103 

	Saturday, April 20, 2013
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