
 

 

Luna Community College hosts 
Leadership New Mexico dinner 

 

Luna Community College hosted a Leadership New Mexico Dinner on Thursday, Nov. 2 

at its media arts and theater building. Over 50 leaders representing 19 cities from throughout 

New Mexico were in attendance.  

“We think Las Vegas has a fantastic and enormous history,” said Leadership New Mexico 

President Patty Komko. “It’s rich in history. We really like it here and we want to come back 

next year. It’s progressive to experience people to other parts of the state. Luna Community 

College is the crown jewel of the community.” 

Leadership New Mexico was founded in 1995 to identify current and emerging leaders 

throughout New Mexico, enhance their leadership skills and deepen their knowledge of the 

challenges and opportunities facing the state. Leadership New Mexico is dedicated to the 

development of informed leaders who understand issues, define problems, develop solutions 

and achieve positions of higher responsibility in New Mexico. 

“Leadership New Mexico carries a valuable mission and purpose,” said Luna Community College 

Interim President Ricky Serna who addressed the attendees. “Your work with Connect New Mexico is 

especially near and dear to me, a relatively young administrator that has been blessed with many 

opportunities to learn from some of New Mexico’s finest influential leaders.” 

Serna, at age 24, was appointed by then Gov. Bill Richardson to serve on the NMHU Board of 

Regents.  



“As leaders, we share a responsibility not only to give back to our communities, but also to serve 

those who aspire to navigate the rugged terrain that comes with administration and public service,” said 

Serna. “Every day we’re committed to developing our students to become adaptable contributors to our 

local and national economy. Your presence and support can only strengthen our ability to prepare them 

for their place among this table.” 

LCC Board member Michael Adams, who assisted in brining Leadership New Mexico to Las 

Vegas, said it was great to have leaders from around the state see Luna Community College.  

“They got to enjoy our beautiful college,” said Adams.  “We have a beautiful campus; it’s 

incredible. They saw our media arts and theater building which will be state-of-the-art once it is 

completed. It will be an asset to all of northern New Mexico.” 

Luna Community College Culinary Arts Instructor Jessica McGee and several of her students 

prepared a dinner. Luna Community College Board of Trustees Abelino Montoya and David Gutierrez 

attended the event as did New Mexico Highlands University Regent Louella Marr-Montoya. 

Serna asked Leadership New Mexico to consider Luna Community College as a continued 

destination for future training and service.  

“Las Vegas is a wonderful community wrapped around a beautiful and colorful history,” said 

Serna.  
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Luna Community College Interim President Ricky Serna was the guest speaker at a Leadership 

New Mexico Dinner held at the LCC Media Arts and Theater Building on Thursday, Nov. 2.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Luna Community College culinary arts students Racheal Apodaca from Villanueva along with 

Zachary Lujan of Las Vegas assisted in making and serving dinner for Leadership New Mexico guests 

on Thursday, Nov. 2.  


