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7 days until the first day of fall classes 

N.M. Higher Education Department to hold 
town hall meeting on Aug. 18 at N.M. Highlands  

Gomez-Chavez, Hamby guest speakers for orientation  

“The development of a State Master Plan for Higher Education 
requires input from all facets of New Mexico’s diverse communities 
and its outcome will impact all aspects of our society – business and 
industry, education, social services, law enforcement, government, 
economic, etc.,” said Cabinet Secretary of Higher Education Dr. Vi 
Florez. “That’s why I encourage everyone to attend the local town 
hall meetings and participate in the conversation, share their concerns 
and help craft recommendations.” 

What: State Master Plan for Higher Education Town 
Hall Meeting 

Who: Cabinet Secretary of Higher Education Dr. Vi 
Florez and local community members 

When: Wednesday, Aug. 18, 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
Where: New Mexico Highlands University, Margaret 

J. Kennedy Alumni Hall, 905 University Ave. in Las Ve-
gas 

Cabinet Secretary Dr. Viola E. Florez has launched a 
strategically planned initiative to create A State Master 
Plan for Higher Education in New Mexico. Toward this 

end, we developed an online survey and invited New 
Mexicans to submit their ideas. As a result of the survey, 
along with additional research, the New Mexico Higher 
Education Department identified “Issues of Con-
cern,” from which staff drafted “Issue Papers” to gener-
ate discussion around matters that impact higher educa-
tion in our state. Take the State Master Plan survey and 
review the Issue Papers online at www.hed.state.nm.us.  

For information on the State Master Plan for Higher 
Education Town Hall Meetings, contact Carlotta Abeyta 
at 505.476.8404 or carlottam.abeyta@state.nm.us.  

Media can contact Director of Communications Laura 
J. Mulry at 505.476.8406, 505.490.3259 or 
laura.mulry@state.nm.us. 

The New Mexico Higher Education Department develops and 
coordinates relevant policies, programs and services that provide ad-
vocacy and support equitable access to enable all New Mexicans to 
succeed in reaching their full potential through education; call 
505.476.8400 or 1.800.279.9777 or visit www.hed.state.nm.us. 

Jennifer Gomez-Chavez from UNM 
and Nadine Hamby from the Albuquer-
que Police Department will be the key-
note speakers for Tuesday’s Luna Com-
munity College staff and faculty orienta-
tion.  

 Gomez-Chavez grew up in Hager-
man and graduated from Artesia High.  
She has 20 years  experience working 
with low-income, and students from un-
derrepresented backgrounds through her 
positions with the LULAC National Edu-
cational Service Center and the University 
of New Mexico.  She has a B.A. in  crimi-
nal justice and a master’s in counseling, 
and is presently a doctorial student in the 
UNM Educational Leadership Program. 

Currently, she is the director of the Title 
V – main campus grant . 

Hamby is a life-long law enforcement 
officer.  Beginning her career with the 
Albuquerque Police Department in 1990, 
Officer Hamby has worked her way 
through the department by first working 

as a civilian and then becoming a sworn 
officer in 1995.  Assignments have in-
cluded Uniformed Patrol, Airport, Traffic 
Unit and now Chief’s Office.   The ma-
jority of her career has been in the Traffic 
Unit where she rode a motorcycle for the 
department.  While in the Traffic Unit, 
she was the 5th female in the history of 
the department to ride and was the only 
female in the state on a motorcycle.  In 
2008, Officer Trish Hoffman was pro-
moted to sergeant and left the duties of 
public information officer for the depart-
ment.  Officer Hamby took over the 
position and became the first Hispanic 
sworn public information officer for the 
Albuquerque Police Department.    

Gomez-Chavez  Hamby  
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Luna Community College students, faculty, staff and commu-

nity, a Rough Rider Meal Card is now available. The Rough 

Rider Meal Card can be purchased at the LCC Fiscal Office. 

For more information,  call LCC Food Services Manager Paul 

Sandoval at 505/454-2581.  

Bryce Burgess (middle), from Tucson, recently signed a national 
letter of intent to play baseball for Luna Community College. 
Pictured with him is his mother Jana Zimmerman and LCC Head 
Coach Antonio Siqueiros. “We are very glad and excited to sign 
Bryce to our baseball program.  Bryce is going to be a big asset 
to our program; he is a hard-throwing right handed pitcher with 
a lot of potential to become an elite pitcher.  He is coming into 
our program with an opportunity to earn a starting spot in our 
pitching rotation. Bryce is also a very good student with a great 
attitude to excel in the classroom.  He is transferring from the 
University of Arizona were he demonstrated great academic 
success,” said Siqueiros.  

Coach Siqueiros first  discovered Burgess in Albuquerque where he was pitching for the Tucson National Team 
at Lobo field.  With the Nationals, Burgess led the team in wins, innings pitched, and was second in strikeouts. 
At top are his statistics from this summer.  

GP GS IP R ER H BB HB IBB K CG W L S HLD BS ERA NP BT ST SB CS WP WHIP 

9 5 32.2 36 19 42 28 7 0 20 1 4 3 0 0 0 5.23 590 258 332 0 0 0 2.14 

Pictured in the top photo are: LCC Head Baseball Coach 
Antonio Siqueiros (left) and LCC Head Softball Coach 
Meredith Gilpin sharing a laugh with current LCC stu-
dent Marcos Aragon. In the bottom photo are Nazario 
Maestas (left) and Andrew Duran cooking hamburgers 
for the student-athlete orientation last week.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Weekly Activities  

   
Monday, Aug. 16, 2010 
7:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. LCC Fall Registration 
(Student Services/Conf. Room) 
 5:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. DWI Class (General Stud-
ies/Room 102-B) 

 
Tuesday, Aug. 17, 2010 
7:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. LCC Fall Registration 
(Student Services/Conf. Room) 
 7:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. LCC Employee Orientation 
(Allied Health/LO-1) 
 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. LCC Employee Orientation 
(IPC/Cafeteria) 
 
Wednesday, Aug. 18, 2010  
7:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. LCC Fall Registration 
(Student Services/Conf. Room) 
8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. USDA Meeting (LRC/
Lecture Hall) 
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Telehealth Ethics Consulta-
tion Training (Bus. Stud./Rm  
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Mediation w/CYFD Families 
Sponsored: SR Solutions (Springer Site) 
 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. LCC Faculty Workshop 
(IPC/Cafeteria) 
 
Thursday, Aug. 19, 2010  
7:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. LCC Fall Registration 
(Student Services/Conf. Room) 
1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.  Con Alma Health Found. 
Forum Group/AHEC (IPC/Cafe) 
2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. LCC Foundation Golf Tour-
nament Meeting (Admn./112-B) 
  6:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. Monthly Water Board Meet-
ing (Techn./Room 126-B) 

 
Friday, Aug. 20, 2010   
7:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. LCC Fall Registration 
(Student Services/Conf. Room) 
8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. LCC Student Orientation 
(IPC/Cafeteria) 
 8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. LCC Student Orientation 
(Allied Health/LO-1) 
8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. CPR First Aid Training/
Spons: CDD (LRC/Lecture Hall) 
  10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  MSG Group 
Monthly Meeting/Spons:AHEC(IPC/OT Room) 
 
Saturday, Aug. 21, 2010  
7:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.  C.N.A. Testing 
(Allied Health/N7&3) 

 

A closer look 
at James 
Gutierrez 
• He was hired to teach two 

courses this summer here at 
Luna Community College 

 
• He was a former student at 

LCC while participating in 
concurrent enrollment in 
high school 

 
• He graduated from Robert-

son High School in 2001 
 
• He is a graduate of the Uni-

versity of New Mexico in 
2004 

 
• He was the program coordi-

nator for the College Prep 
Programs at the University of 
New Mexico in 2004.  The 
program he managed and 
taught in entailed working 
with students from various 
backgrounds, including stu-
dents from inner-city Los 
Angeles, high-achieving New 
Mexico Students, Latin 
American Students, and Air 
Force Cadets 

 
• He has lived and worked on 

five continents, including 
working on the Basketball 
Management Team for the 
past two Olympics in Athens, 
Greece and Beijing, China 

 
• He has been doing develop-

ment work in Africa, mainly 
East Africa since 2002 

 
• He was honored by the 

United States with the selec-
tion as a Fulbright Scholar in 
2007.  He taught and re-
searched in South America, 
mainly living in Uruguay 

 
• He will be continuing his 

education in graduate school 
at Harvard University start-
ing this fall 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

By Dr. Pete Campos 
LCC President  

During the past two years, we have withstood the test of claw 
backs (readjusting our approved budget and returning or never receiv-
ing state revenues).  Frankly, we have not had a choice!  State revenues 
have not been available according to top economist’s consensus pro-
jection levels.  So, who is to blame?  Is it our Governor, legislature or 
someone else?  Just think about it.  The 
legislature and Governor have made con-
servative revenue estimates to balance the 
state budget and fund health, education, 
public safety and other governmental op-
erational issues.  Unfortunately, the 
budget approved for this fiscal year did 
not equate to the incoming revenues avail-
able to fund governmental services. 

The economy has declined, consumers 
have lacked financial resources to make necessary or wanted pur-
chases, and incoming revenues received mainly through taxes and fees 
have not entered state coffers according to projections.  This has 
caused unexpected, irregular and abrupt changes in state agency budg-
ets.  Schools, public health agencies and other essential service provid-
ers have been the unfortunate recipients of the dismal news to trim 
public services. 

While the frustration of a significant downturn in the economy has 
led some to blame others, we must all be part of the solution.  Reflect 
for a moment.  The legislature has met in regular and special sessions 
to address the revenue shortfall, economists have offered their best 
projections so state leaders could make conservative recommendations 
to fund government – in recent times at painful levels, the Governor 

has been authorized by the legislature – through the Department of 
Finance and Administration (DFA) – to inform state agencies of the 
need to reduce spending without calling the legislature into special 
session and state agencies have been put on notice throughout the past 
two years that until the economy improves prepare to downsize and 
operate as efficiently as possible with the resources available. 

During these times, we’ll experience a strained workforce doing 
everything possible to provide the services 
they were hired to perform with less 
funds.  Regardless, we must rise to the 
occasion with what we have and do the 
best job possible.  The solution until the 
economy turns around is to support and 
help each other, accept our increased re-
sponsibility the best we can, take personal 
steps to care for our mental and physical 
health, remain optimistic and strong to 

withstand the economic strains of this recession and unilaterally find 
ways to advance the health, education and well being of every child 
and adult. 

During past tough economic times, our forefathers worked 
through the adversities, respected each other and patiently found ways 
to struggle through obstacles.  Today is no different!  Together, we can 
work through the unforeseen obstacles in the economy, remain ex-
traordinarily flexible to make necessary fiscal adjustments and most 
importantly, use our human resilience and ingenuity to effectively pro-
vide the essential public services we were hired to do.  We’ve done this at 
Luna Community College and are ready to educate the students who will choose us 
for their fall classes. 

We’ve made great strides through tough times  

Together, we can work through the unfore-
seen obstacles in the economy, remain ex-
traordinarily flexible to make necessary fiscal 
adjustments and most importantly, use our 
human resilience and ingenuity to effectively 
provide the essential public services we were 
hired to do. 

Recruitment activities 
Monday, August 16 – Display set-up, Bank of Las Vegas 
 
Tuesday, August 17 – Employee Orientation, AHC Audito-
rium.  Display set-up, Bank of Las Vegas 
                        
Wednesday, August 18 – Display set-up, SECU 
 
Thursday, August 19 – KFUN Radio, promoting Fall 
Classes, Community Ed., Fall registration. Display set-up, 
SECU 
 
Friday, August 20 –  Recruitment Booth, Student Orienta-
tion, 8:30am-IPC/AHC. Display set-up, Wells Fargo 
 
Saturday,  August 21 – no activities planned 
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