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Luna Community College  

General Education Assessment Plan  

2022-2025 

Luna Community College has five General Education Essential Skills. The 
competencies are taught in many different courses across the Core Curriculum,  
reflecting relationships across programs and between classes. As such, they help to 
shape the experiences of nearly every student.  
 
Content Area and Essential Skills 

 

The defining characteristic of a New Mexico general education course is its focus on essential 

skills. Three essential skills are associated with each of six content areas, as shown in the table 

below. Faculty teaching courses within any given content area must work to instill the three 

related essential skills in their students while also addressing content and skills associated with 

the particular course. 

 

Each of the essential skills listed in the table below is linked to a general education essential 

skills rubric on the New Mexico Higher Education Department Website. See section D below for 

further explanation about how the rubrics are to be used. 

 

New Mexico Statewide General Education Model 

Content Area Credits Skills considered to be closely 

associated with the content area  

Communications 6 Communication 

Critical Thinking 

Information & Digital Literacy  

 

Mathematics 3 Communication 

Critical Thinking 

Quantitative Reasoning 

 

Science 4 Critical Thinking  

Personal & Social Responsibility  

Quantitative Reasoning 

 

Social & Behavioral Sciences 3 Communication 

Critical Thinking 

Personal & Social Responsibility 

  

Humanities  3 Critical Thinking  

Information & Digital Literacy  

Personal & Social Responsibility  

 

Total  22  

In addition to the 22 credit hours of general education outlined in Table 1, each student must 

complete another nine credit hours stipulated by their institution of higher education. These 
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credit hours may come from one of the content areas in Table 1 or from other content areas such 

as business, engineering, and education, or they may be interdisciplinary. In other words, 

individual institutions of higher education are free to expand the content areas associated with 

general education when it comes to these nine credit hours. However, each of the three courses 

that comprise these nine credit hours must come from a different content area and each must 

focus on three or more essential skills. 

 

Luna Community College General Education Curriculum for Associate of Arts & 

Associate of Science Programs 

*Indicates courses that are Gen Ed Approved through NMHED 

** Indicates courses that are pending approval through NMHED 

General Education Core       (31 hours) 

AREA I.     COMMUNICATIONS                                                                                       (9 HOURS) 

ENGL1110 Freshman Composition I* 3 credits  

ENGL1120 Freshman Composition II* 3 credits  

COMM1130 Public Speaking -or-* 3 credits  

COMM2120 Interpersonal Communication* 3 credits   

AREA II.     MATHEMATICS                                                                                             (3 HOURS) 

MATH1320 Statistics** 3 credits  

MATH1220 College Algebra * 4 credits  

AREA III.     LABORATORY SCIENCE                                                                            (4 HOURS) 

BIOL1110 Biology for Non-Majors** 4 credits  

BIOL1140 Biology for Health Science* 4 credits 

BIOL2110 General Biology I** 4 credits  

BIOL 2210 Human Anatomy and Physiology I* 4 credits  

BIOL 2225 Human Anatomy and Physiology II * 4 credits 

BIOL 2310 Microbiology* 4 credits 

BIOL2610 General Biology II** 4 credits   

BIOL 2620 Ecology and Evolution* 4 credits  

CHEM1120 Introduction to Chemistry** 4 credits  

CHEM1215 General Chemistry I** 4 credits  

CHEM1226 General Chemistry II** 4 credits  
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ENVS1110 Environmental Science* 4 credits  

GEOL1110 Physical Geology* 4 credits  

GEOL2110 Historical Geology* 4 credits 

PHYS1115 Survey of Physics* 4 credits  

PHYS1230 Algebra-based Physics I* 4 credits  

PHYS1240 Algebra-based Physics II* 4 credits 

PHYS1310 Calculus-based Physics I* 4 credits 

PHYS1320 Calculus-based Physics II* 4 credits 

AREA IV.     SOCIAL AND BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES                                                    (3 HOURS) 

ANTH1115 Introduction to Anthropology** 3 credits 

ANTH1141 Cultures of the World* 3 credits 

ECON2110 Principles of Macroeconomics** 3 credits 

ECON2120 Principles of Microeconomics** 3 credits 

POLS1120 American National Government* 3 credits  

POLS2160 State and Local Government* 3 credits  

PSYC1110 Introduction to Psychology* 3 credits  

SOCI1110 Introduction to Sociology* 3 credits  

AREA V.     HUMANITIES (3 HOURS) 

ENGL 2310 Introduction to Creative Writing * 3 credits 

ENGL 2380 Introduction to Short Fiction * 3 credits  

ENGL2610 American Literature I* 3 credits 

ENGL2620 American Literature II* 3 credits 

HIST1110 United States History I* 3 credits 

HIST1120 United States History II* 3 credits 

HIST1150 Western Civilization I* 3 credits 

HIST1160 Western Civilization II* 3 credits 

HIST2110 Survey of New Mexico History* 3 credits 

PHIL 1110 Introduction to Philosophy* 3 credits  
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RELG 2115 World Religions* 3 credits 

RELG 2130 History of Christianity** 3 credits 

SPAN 1110 Spanish I* 3 credits  

 Any 100 or 200 Level Literature Course  

 

AREA VI.     CREATIVE & FINE ARTS                                                                       (3 HOURS) 

ARTH 1120 Introduction to Art* 3 credits  

ARTH 2110 History of Art I* 3 credits 

ARTS 1610 Drawing I* 3 credits 

ARTS 1630 Painting I** 3 credits 

FDMA 1110 Film History** 3 credits 

MUSC 1130 Music Appreciation: Western Music* 3 credits 

THEA 1110 Introduction to Theatre** 3 credits 

THEA 1220 Beginning Acting* 3 credits  

 

AREA VII.     ELECTIVES                                                                                                 (6 HOURS) 

Elective1  
Any additional course from areas III & IV 

(Lab Science & Social & Behavioral)  
3 credits 

Elective2 
Student can choose from any GE area to 

fulfill this elective 
3 credits 

AAS Specific 

Courses  
COURSE TITLE  

BCIS 1110 
Fundamentals of Information Literacy and 

Systems  
3 credit hours  

PSYC 2120 Developmental Psychology* 3 credit hours  

 

As per NMHED, all general education courses must be certified through the New Mexico 

Curriculum and Articulation Committee (NMCAC). This certification process focuses on the 

implementation and assessment of the corresponding essential skills in each general education 

course.  

 

In addition to certification, colleges must ensure that all essential skills are being taught and 

assessed in general education courses, (see assessment schedule).  
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Luna began certification of courses in the Fall 2018 and continues to work on certifying the last 

of their General Education course as of September 2024.   

General Education Assessment Schedule  

Luna Community College has five General Education Essential Skills. The 
competencies are taught in all courses across the Core Curriculum,  reflecting 
relationships across programs and between classes. The Essential Skills are critical in 
shaping the experiences of every student. It is through these five Essential Skills that 
Luna Community College is preparing students to compete at the forefront of their 
chosen fields and lead in their communities.  

 General Education Essential Skills 

Communication Skills  
◼ Develop, interpret, and express ideas and information through written, oral, and visual 

communication adapted to purpose, structure, audience,  and medium. 

 

 Courses in this area should prepare students for communication in subsequent college 

courses and the workplace, personal and social spheres, and civic life. The courses 

should prepare students to become versatile communicators who can respond to 

various situations with appropriate written, oral, visual, or digital texts and 

performances. 

Critical Thinking Skills  

◼ Gather, analyze, synthesize, evaluate and apply information for the purposes of 

innovation, inquiry, and creative thinking.  
 
Critical thinking is the intellectual process of evaluating information, explanations, and 
arguments. This process is common among disciplines. Proficient critical thinkers can 
apply informed and reasoned thinking to problems in their fields.  

 
Because of the process-oriented nature of critical thinking, a course that teaches the 
skill of critical thinking needs to cover, at least to some extent, all four component skills 
below, each of which is intimately and logically connected with the others. Critical 
thinking is not simply formulating one’s conclusions and looking for supportive evidence 
afterward. As students collect and assess evidence, they must understand the logical 
relation between the evidence they are collecting and the conclusions they are trying to 
reach or the problems they are trying to solve. However, it is entirely consistent that 
some courses place more emphasis on a particular subskill or subskills. A history 
course emphasizing archival research might place particular emphasis on the evidence 
acquisition subskill, and a philosophy course might place more emphasis on the 
reasoning subskill. 
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Quantitative Reasoning Skills  

◼ Apply mathematical, logical, and scientific principles and methods through the 

manipulation and analysis of numerical data or observable facts resulting in 
informed conclusions.  
 
Quantitative reasoning involves representing and communicating quantitative 
information, analyzing and formulating quantitative arguments, and solving quantitative 
contextual problems. Contextual problems are “word problems” situated within a context 
relevant to the course content (e.g., economics, psychology, chemistry) or otherwise 
accessible to students. They may model aspects of real-world problems while 
maintaining an appropriate level of complexity for general education students. 

Personal and Social Responsibility  

◼ Identify and apply ethical principles and practices to decision-making by  

connecting choices, actions, and consequences. 
  
Analyze differences and commonalities among peoples, ideas, aesthetic  
traditions, and cultural practices to include intercultural competence,  
knowledge of civic responsibility, and the ability to engage effectively in  
regional, national, and global communities.  

Information and Digital Literacy   

◼ Consider different points of view to work collaboratively and effectively in  

pursuit of a shared purpose or goal.  
 
Courses that include the skill of information and digital literacy should begin to prepare 
students for upper-division college courses, the workplace, and civic life. Information 
literacy spans genres and content within the general education core and is not tied to a 
specific media or format. 
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Content Area Essential Skills Associated with Content Area 

Communication Communication 

Critical Thinking 

Information and Digital Literacy 

Mathematics Communication 

Critical Thinking 

Quantitative Reasoning 

Science Critical Thinking 

Personal and Social Responsibility 

Quantitative Reasoning 

Social and 

Behavioral Science 

Communication 

Critical Thinking 

Personal and Social Responsibility 

Humanities Critical Thinking 

Information and Digital Literacy 

Personal and Social Responsibility 

Creative and Fine 

Arts 

Communication 

Critical Thinking 

Personal and Social Responsibility 
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Meaningful assessment of these general education competencies promotes continuous 
improvement and helps guide faculty and staff in pursuing strategies to help students 
succeed. Moreover, there is an expectation that the assessment data will be used to 
develop action plans, which will, in turn, be evaluated to determine their impact.   

The following schedule has been created to promote less frequent but more 
meaningful assessments while simultaneously meeting the expectations of both 
Luna Community College and the New Mexico Higher Education Department. The 
‘22-’23 academic year will begin the cycle of assessment. All General Education 
courses at Luna Community College will assess Critical Thinking during Year 1. 
Three years of assessment will complete a cycle where all five essential skills will be 
assessed. The following chart shows the assessment cycle and the essential skill 
that all General Education courses will focus on during the specified academic year.  

• Year 1-  2022-2023 -  Critical Thinking Skills will be assessed  

• Year 2- 2023-2024 - Communication or Personal & Social 

Responsibility  

• Year 3- 2024-2025 - Information & Digital Literacy or 

Quantitative Reasoning   

 

Component 
Areas  

Critical 
Thinking 
Skills  

Communi
-cation  

Personal and 
Social 
Responsibility 

Information 
and Digital 
Literacy  

Quantitative 
Reasoning 

Communication
s 

Year 1 Year 2   Year 3   

Mathematics Year 1 Year 2    Year 3  

Lab Science Year 1  Year 2   Year 3  
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Social and 
Behavioral 
Sciences 

Year 1 Year 2   Year 3  

Humanities  
Year 1 

 Year 2  
Ad Paragraph 

styles) and 

they will appear 

in your table of 

contents. 

 

Year 3   

Creative and 
Fine Arts  

Year 1  Year 2   Year 3   
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