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The latest news from Luna Community College 

The 

Luna cosmetology Aysa Vigil practices a haircut on a manne-
quin. For an appointment with Luna cosmetology and barber-
ing students, please call 505-454-5344. 

For the second consecutive year, Luna 
Community College will be hosting the local 
Girls Can event. This year there are two sepa-
rate sessions, Thursday, April 27 and Thurs-
day, May 4 so that the college can include girls 
from  most of the local schools. Both events 
are scheduled at Luna’s main campus in Las 
Vegas.  

Girls Can is an initiative of the American 
Association of University Women, (AAUW) 
Las Vegas Branch. Women who have gone on 
to success in various fields, especially those 
that do not traditionally seem as women’s ca-
reers, will be the featured presenters. They 
will conduct hands-on workshops and speak 
to students about their experiences and the 
opportunities available through education and 
career pathways. 

Last year, nearly 200 fifth grade girls from 
school districts in San Miguel, Mora, Colfax 
and Guadalupe counties participated in the 
Girls Can event at Luna. The fifth graders par-
ticipated in 16 workshops or presentations in 
various fields. The girls experienced a college 
campus as well as met several successful wom-
en professionals. Other women guided them 
around campus between classes and talked 
with the girls about opportunities available to 
them. They all had lunch at the school before  
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Luna to be closed on  
 April 7 and April 10 

 for spring recess  

Luna Community College in Las Vegas and its cam-
puses in Mora, Springer and Santa Rosa will be closed on 
Friday, April 7, and Monday, April 10, for spring recess. 

The college will resume its regular hours on Tues-
day, April 11.  

Luna’s summer registration began on Wednesday, 
April 5, and the last day to add courses is Friday, June 9. 
Summer classes begin on Monday, June 5. 

For more on summer classes, call 505-454-5314 or 
visit the college’s website at luna.edu.  

Luna to host  
Annual  

Girls Can Event 
Two events scheduled for 

April 27 and May 4 
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College 
Scorecard:  

The U.S. Department of  
Education’s College 
Scorecard has the most 
reliable data on college 
costs, graduation and post
-college earnings. Visit 
collegescorecard.ed.gov 

MISSION 

Luna Community College is 
dedicated to providing accessible, 
innovative and integrated learning 
experiences that prepare students 

to compete at the forefront  
of their chosen fields  
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 The Luna baseball team continues to hold on to sec-
ond place in the Region 9 South Division baseball stand-
ings with a 10-11 record. The Rough Riders trail Trinidad 
State who sport an 11-9 record.  
 The Rough Riders recently finished up a series 
against Northeastern Junior College where they went  2-
2. On Wednesday of last week, Luna swept two games 
from the Adams State Junior Varsity team.  
 Luna’s Jose Villalobos has 16 homeruns on the year 
trailing only  the nation’s top home run leaders by one.  
Villalobos is also No. 32 in the nation in hitting .425. 
Teammate Wilmer Henriquez is 49th hitting at a .421 
clip.  
 As a team, the Rough Riders are 16th in the nation in 

homeruns, 14th in doubles, eighth in hits and ninth in 
total bases.  
 The Rough Riders play at Otero College this week-
end.  
 The Luna softball team recently split four games with 
McCook Community College  winning 8-0 and 3-2. The 
Lady Rough Riders are 5-9 in conference and will partici-
pate later this year in the postseason.  
 Luna hosts Northeastern Junior College this week-
end.  The games will be held on Thursday, April 6, Fri-
day, April 7 and Saturday, April 8.  
 Luna is ranked 45th in the nation in hitting with 
a .356 clip. The Lady Rough Riders are 75th in doubles 
with 51.  

Spring scholarships  to be awarded 

The Luna FoundaƟon is pleased to announce that 17 individuals will 
be receiving Spring Scholarships totaling $8,500 in financial assistance 
being distributed to Luna students. The breakdown is as follows: four 
nursing scholarships, two automoƟve scholarships, three early childhood educaƟon scholarships, and eight general 
scholarships will be awarded.  The fall scholarship applicaƟon deadline is Sept. 20, 2023. The scholarship applica-
Ɵon can be found in the Financial Aid Office.  

New website 

The Luna FoundaƟon can now be found at www.lunafoundaƟonnm.org. Our new website hosts quick and easy do-
naƟon links for our various funds and projects along with informaƟon on upcoming fundraisers, current board 
member informaƟon, and more.  
 
TheÊFoundaƟonÊofficeÊisÊlocatedÊinÊtheÊStudentÊServicesÊBuildingÊonÊtheÊ2ndÊfloor,ÊroomÊ206,ÊacrossÊfromÊtheÊVeteransÊ
ResourceÊCenterÊandÊACEÊTutoringÊLab.ÊOurÊAdministraƟveÊAssistant,ÊAubriÊMarƟnez,ÊisÊinÊtheÊofficeÊdailyÊandÊisÊhap-
pyÊtoÊprovideÊmoreÊinformaƟonÊonÊanyÊofÊtheÊprojectsÊtheÊFoundaƟonÊisÊcurrentlyÊworkingÊon.Ê 

 

TheÊLunaÊCommunityÊCollegeÊFoundaƟonÊisÊaÊ501(c)3Ênon-profitÊorganizaƟonÊthatÊexistsÊtoÊraiseÊandÊmanageÊpri-
vateÊresourcesÊthatÊsupportÊtheÊeducaƟonalÊmissionÊandÊprioriƟesÊofÊtheÊCollege,ÊprovideÊopportuniƟesÊforÊstudents,Ê
andÊenhanceÊinsƟtuƟonalÊexcellence. 

Luna Foundation to award  
scholarships, launches new website 

Luna baseball holding on to second place  
in Region 9 baseball standings 
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Continued from 
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boarding their buses 
back to their respec-
tive schools. 

Dr. Carol Linder, 
director of Luna’s 
Allied Health Sci-
ences and Public 
Service Department, 
and Dr. Mary Shaw, 
Highlands emeritus 
professor, who have 
been involved with 
Girls Can for several 
years, are this year’s event coordina-
tors. Many other AAUW members 
are also contributing to making this 
event a success. 

“The young ladies attending this 
year’s events will see all the exciting 
and new programs Luna has to of-
fer,” said Linder. “The hope is that 
many will consider going into some 
of these fields.” 

Carla Romero, another veteran 
educator, said the local AAUW chap-
ter has been conducting the Girls 

Can event for nearly two decades in 
Las Vegas and San Miguel County. 
She pointed out that AAUW focuses 
on reducing early gender bias and 
encourages female students to pur-
sue higher education – including 
fields of study to which they have not 
traditionally been steered. 

Romero said she grew up in Wag-
on Mound and while she encoun-
tered good role models such as 
teachers and principals, there were 
many more potential career fields to 

which she and 
others had little 
to no exposure. 
“We want (Girls 
Can participants) 
to think girls can 
be anything they 
want to be, as 
long as they work 
at it,” Romero 
said. “They 
shouldn’t limit 
themselves. They 

shouldn’t limit 
the careers they 

pursue.” 
Professors, instructors and career 

women from Luna, Highlands, and 
the community are expected to be 
featured presenters. Workshops will 
include a wide variety of topics in-
cluding how to apply an Ace bandage 
to an ankle, computer coding, identi-
fying insects found in our local for-
ests, treating the injuries of student 
athletics,  the life of an artist, fire sci-
ence, and much more. 

 

Girls Can Event... 

Pictured in this file photo is Luna nursing faculty member Susan 
Grohman giving a presentation in Luna's simulation lab. 

Luna  
Community 

College 
 

Creating  
Opportunities 

For You! 
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 Luna Strong is excited to an-
nounce the winner of the Luna Strong 
Mural Contest. Alex Allington, a Las 
Vegas native and former LCC student, 
created a beautiful submission that 
won the hearts and votes of the LCC 
community.  
 “Luna Community College's 
"Strong Resilience" contest inspired 
me as a result of watching my com-
munity go through the fires and then 
water shortages of last year,” said Al-
lington.  “In particular, I was directly 
involved with the evacuation of do-
mestic homeless animals, lost ani-
mals, and animals left behind.  Every 
day I watched the skies and I watched 
the people.  As the skies got darker, 
the people got stronger.  We are a community always 
looking towards the light.” 
 Alex's father also sculpted and he was surrounded by 
artists at an early age. Alex grew up exploring the mesas 
and forests of northern New Mexico, painting its land-
scapes and showing them in local galleries by age 
13.  Alex attended Virginia Commonwealth University 
and graduated with a computer animation degree from 
The School of Communication Arts in Raleigh, NC.   
 Alex honed a career for himself in video game devel-
opment as a digital artist across the country. However, 
the wonders of the land of enchantment called him home 
where he now resides in Las Vegas. Alex is best known for 
his unique tables and organic designs which accentuate 
the natural beauty of woods and stones encased in quality 
epoxy finishes. Each creation leads you to imagine a 

world embedded in the grain and 
wood texture. You can easily imagine 
landscapes and our ancestors roaming 
in covered wagons, tiny villages along 
river banks, or sea life from an ancient 
world. Or perhaps, you just feel the 
native beauty of the Southwest warm-
ing your home. 
 The mural contest arose as part of 
the Building Rough Rider Resilience 
grant. The purpose of the mural was to 
remind the LCC community of the re-
silience of the community and the 
strength that can come from adversity. 
Luna wants the mural to be a sign of 
hope in times of future struggles.  
 Luna Strong was established in 
September 2022 through funds from 

the New Mexico Higher Education Department. The 
NMHED mental and behavioral health initiative funded 
the Building Rough Rider Resilience grant in June 2022. 
The Feeding Rough Rider Success grant is part of New 
Mexico’s governor Michelle Lujan Grisham’s College 
Food Security initiative. 
 Luna Strong’s mission is to shine a light and raise 
awareness of services currently available to the Luna 
community that promote the 8 Dimensions of Wellness. 
Luna Strong identifies areas of need, and connects stu-
dents, staff, and faculty to services and support to ad-
dress those needs. 
 The mural will be located in the Student Services 
building on the wall between the board room and regis-
trar’s office. 

Las Vegas native Alex Allington wins 
Luna Strong Mural Contest  

Alex Allington 
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