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The latest news from Luna Community College 

The 

Luna’s Gonzales headed to law school 

I f there was not a pipeline before from 
Luna Community College in Las Vegas, 

N.M., to Pepperdine University in Malibu, 
Calif., there is one now. 

Amber Gonzales, a 2019 Luna criminal 
justice graduate, was recently accepted to 
Pepperdine University School of Law. 

“Luna opened many doors for me,” says 
Gonzales. “I was able to do internships with the 
City and State Police Department as well as the 
district attorney’s office. All three places 
intertwined and I was able to learn a lot on 
report writing and investigations. I have to give 
major props to Luna’s criminal justice 
instructor Jason Killian, who encouraged me 
along the way.” 

Killian uses real-life criminal justice 
scenarios in his teaching methods and courses. 

“After I graduated from Robertson High 
School in 2016, I went to school at Highlands 
on a Dean’s Scholarship, but I had this drive to 
go into criminal justice, and my mom advised 
me to attend Luna,” says Gonzales. 

That advice may have been a game-
changer. 

“I’ve never been more confident on what I 
have wanted to do,” says Gonzales.  

Gonzales accepted at 
Pepperdine; Luna’s 

criminal justice program 
credited for opening doors 

MORE: See Page 2 
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“Not only is the criminal justice 
program great, the college’s 
(Academic Center for Excellence) 
lab helped me out a lot as well, 
especially when it came to writing 
papers. In retrospect, I should have 
utilized the ACE lab a little more.” 

After graduating from Luna, 
Gonzales went on to earn her 
political science degree in pre-law 
this year at Highlands. Gonzales is 
currently a tutor with Luna’s ACE 
lab as she prepares to start her law 
studies at Pepperdine in January of 
2022. 

While at the district attorney’s 
office, Gonzales says, Dr. Twila 
Quintana and the late District 
Judge Matt Sandoval also led her in 
the right direction. 

“They took time to talk and 

guide me,” says Gonzales. “They 
gave me a road map on what I 
needed to do to get into law school.” 

She says that California is like a 
second home for her as she has a 
sister and other relatives who 
currently live there. 

“I hope to become a defense 
lawyer; eventually I want to help 
people that are on death row,” says 
Gonzales. “A lot of lawyers are in it 
for the money; for me it is a 
passion. I want to help people. One 
day I plan on coming back home.” 

Gonzales wants to mentor 
others. 

“I’ve had some trials and 
tribulations in my life,” says 
Gonzales. “School is difficult, but 
there is help out there. In the end, if 
you have ambition, you will make 
it.” 

Gonzales says you never know 

what surprises you can find in your 
own backyard. 

“Don’t be embarrassed of your 
hometown,” says Gonzales. “Look at 
the help Luna has given to me; 
professors care about you.” 

Continued from Page 1  
“School is difficult, 

but there is help  
out there.  

In the end, if you 
have ambition,  

you will make it.” 
 

Amber Gonzales 
Luna Community College  

Class of ’19 
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President Martinez tours Luna campuses 

Continuing a busy first month, Luna Community 
College President Dr. Edward Martinez toured each of 
the college’s campus locations July 6-9. 

In visits to Springer (July 6), Santa Rosa (July 7) 
and Mora (July 9), Martinez introduced himself and 
welcomed community members to share their 
perspectives on higher education in their respective 
areas. Specifically, he sought input about the 
challenges and opportunities for Luna in each 
community. 

A common thread raised at each forum was the 
desire to have better communications and more site-
based services and functionality for each campus 
location. 

SPRINGER 
Springer residents listed technologies and health 

care among the two major interest areas for students 
there, particularly those at the high school. One 
resident said Luna could play a significant role in 
providing opportunities and keeping young minds in 
the community. 

Among the discussion topics was the possibility of 
different ways to schedule classes and training 

programs — “really thinking beyond the traditional,” as 
President Martinez put it. The discussion mulled 
condensing certain courses and scheduling different 
times and cohorts to better suit the needs of students 
and to better build and establish solid cohorts. 

Dual credit was another topic of discussion. 
Residents raised the idea from an area consortium to 
emphasize cooperation in acquisition and use of 
facilities and equipment, along with instructors (ideally 
from within the community).  

On a related note, the forum raised the notions of 
better use of existing space — including the Springer 
campus — and closer partnerships among various 
stakeholders, including the college, public schools, 
government entities and members of the private sector. 

SANTA ROSA 
A tour of the Santa Rosa satellite preceded the July 

7 community forum. A woodworking shop there has 
been finished and outfitted with equipment, and initial 
discussion concerned making the best use of the 
facility. 

MORE: See Page 5 

Community members share their thoughts with Luna 
Community College President Dr. Edward Martinez at the 
Springer and Santa Rosa satellites on July 6 and 7. 

Community members express thoughts on higher education needs 
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Luna Community College President Dr. Edward Martinez listens to community 
members in the Mora area during a forum on Friday, July 9, at the LCC Mora site. 
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In the forum, residents called for 
Luna to become more responsive to the 
industry needs important to Santa Rosa 
and Guadalupe County. These include 
tourism, agriculture, wind energy, 
health care and aquaculture specific to 
the city. STEM courses, land surveying 
and real estate programs, programs 
related to the cannabis industry and 
maybe basic business leadership courses 
were also suggested. 

Some participants called for 
increased presence and visibility as well 
to boost awareness and promote 
enrollment of prospective students. 

Noting the rise in the relative 
numbers of adult learners with busy 
lifestyles, President Martinez said the 
college could look at the advantages of 
alternate types of scheduling compared 
to the traditional 16-week semesters. 
Hybrid courses and different 
approaches to blending online and on-
site learning have been a byproduct of 
the COVID era, which necessitated a 
shift to remote modalities. He noted 
that a PhD program in Colorado now 
offers primarily online instruction with 
a two-week on-site component, and that 
type of mix could be a model for 

consideration. 
“How can we offer classes that better 

cater to the community,” he asked. 
“What does the community demand, 
and how can Luna benefit from that 
demand? … How can we partner with 
the community in a way that’s beneficial 
to the community and is also beneficial 
to Luna?” 

MORA 
Involving representatives from 

academic and vocational departments in 
the recruitment process was one idea 
brought up in the Mora forum. 

Potential EMT and CDL training, 
along with business, computers, 
woodworking, quilting, food safety, 
home economics and budgeting were 
among the ideas for requested 
coursework. Surveys were 
recommended to gauge student interest 
in potential programs. 

Building wireless infrastructure and 
increasing internet accessibility for rural 
areas was addressed. Discussions about 
logistics in financial aid and housing 
also took place in the July 9 forum. 

Participants agreed that the 
community outreach of the forum was a 
good step forward in gathering ideas 
and building partnerships.  

Continued from Page 4 
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Members of the Luna 
Community College team 
pose for a photo with 
Congresswoman Teresa 
Leger Fernandez (third 
from left) prior to the 
Las Vegas Fiesta parade 
on July 3. It was the 
first community parade 
in nearly two years. 

Reason to celebrate 

Smiles and laughter greeted 
members of Team Luna Community 
College along the  route of the Las 
Vegas Fiesta Parade on Saturday, July 
3. 

It was the first community parade 
since before the COVID pandemic shut 
down such gatherings in March 2020, 
and those who participated were 
hungry for the opportunity to get 
together with others.  

Luna’s contingent was led by 
President Dr. Edward Martinez, who 
stopped frequently to talk with well-
wishers. A group of nearly two dozen 

Luna employees and family members 
joined the president in interacting with 
parade-goers and handing out Luna 
merchandise. The college van displayed 
reminders about Fall ‘21 registration.  

Judging by community reactions 
and a robust turnout, it was clear that 
parades — a usual fixture on the 
calendar throughout northeastern New 
Mexico — had been sorely missed over 
the past year and a half. That’s also true 
for Team Luna. The college regularly 
takes part in community parades over a 
four-county area including San Miguel, 
Mora, Colfax and Guadalupe counties. 

Fiesta parade features Team Luna 
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Luna nursing instructor Kim Sena walks her 
dog around campus during a recent sunny 
day in Las Vegas. Sena, who is also the 
Student Nursing Association advisor, is 
preparing for the fall semester. For more 
information on Luna’s nursing program, 
please call Sena at 505-454-2566. 

Summertime fitness  
on campus 
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This photo 
of the 
edition was 
taken from 
along the 
banks of the 
Pecos River 
near El Valle 
after a 
recent 
rainstorm. 

Monsoon season 

Site visit 
Luna President Dr. 
Edward Martinez 
(right) and Dr. Paul 
Burkhardt, a member 
of the Higher Learning 
Commission’s visiting 
team, walk out of the 
administrative suite 
after a meeting on 
Tuesday morning. The 
HLC visited the college 
last week. 
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STILL  
REGISTERING! 
 

SPACE  
LIMITED! 
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