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February 28, 2025 
End of 7th week of the Spring Semester 

 

What’s Happening at LUNA…   

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Important Dates: 

 

• March 3-7 – It’s Mid-term time again.  This is also final’s week for all first 

half of the semester 8-week classes. Good luck to everyone! 

• March 10-14 – Spring Break for all Luna faculty and students.   

• March 10, 2025 – Deadline to apply for graduation, spring graduates only. 

• March 13 &14 – Spring Break for all Luna staff. 

• March 10, 2025 – Deadline to apply for graduation, spring graduates only. 

• March 17-21, 2025 - Beginning of week 9 for 16-week classes, and beginning 

of 2nd half of the semester eight-week classes, so sign up now if you haven’t 

already! 

• March 20, 2025  - Next CPR/First Aid Certification course for Luna 

Employees.  Please email Karen Wezwick at kwezwick@luna.edu to sign up. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:kwezwick@luna.edu
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Visit to the Round House in Santa Fe for Higher Education Day 

Luna was well-represented at Higher Education Day at the legislature. (Pictured here L to R) – Gloria Ortiz, Dr. Carol 

Linder, Lane Shrader, Samantha Rivera, Daniel Beck, Michelle Perez, Mary Frances Bibb, Andrea Lucero, Dr. John 

Thompson, Paige Gowan, Stephanie Rodriguez (HED Secretary), Cordelia Eke, Mia Marquez, Dr. Chris Smith, 

Marissa Ramirez, Charlotte Larrabee, Serena Jimenez, Crystal Western Ford, and Coach Erick Wright 

On Tuesday, February 25, 2025, Luna Community College made its presence felt at the annual Higher 

Education Day at the Santa Fe Round House. The event was attended by a large contingent of Luna 

employees and students, including Dr. Carol Linder, Coach Erick Wright, Dr. Chris Smith, and Dr. John 

Thompson. 

The Admissions Department, represented by Andrea Lucero, Savannah Vigil-Lujan, and Cindy Branch, 

created a vibrant collage showcasing Luna's diverse programs and services. The collage served as a visual 

representation of the college's commitment to providing accessible and quality education to the community. 

Luna students also played a significant role in the event, interacting with legislators and sharing their 

experiences at the college. The event provided a valuable opportunity for Luna to showcase its strengths 

and advocate for the continued support of higher education in the state. 

A Glimpse into History 

In addition to the educational and advocacy aspects of the day, attendees also had the opportunity to 

explore the historic Santa Fe Round House, New Mexico’s fourth capital building which was built in 1966. 

The building's rich history and architectural beauty provided a unique backdrop for the day's events. 

A Day of Collaboration and Advocacy 

Overall, Higher Education Day at the Santa Fe Round House was a resounding success for Luna 

Community College. The event provided a platform for the college to connect with legislators, showcase its 

programs, and advocate for the continued support of higher education in New Mexico. 
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Luna President, Dr. Carol Linder, Lane Shrader, Daniel Beck, Mary Frances Bibb, 

Andrea Lucero, Dr. John Thompson, Paige Gowen, Cordelia Eke, and Mia Marquez.  

Dr. John Thompson, and members of the 

Admissions team, Savannah Vigil-Lujan and Andrea 

Lucero pose by their eye-catching display. 
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Luna Rough Riders and Northern New Mexico College ball teams visited the Round House on 

Higher Education Day.  (All Round House visit photos provided by Dr. Carol Linder) 
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Winners of the AI Gemini Contest 

Pictured here L to R: I.T. Director, Jeff Gamblin, 

STEM Director, Dr. Chris Smith with Contest 

winners Sherry Goodyear (1st), Karen Torres 

(2nd), and Gloria Ortiz (3rd). Photo taken by 

Denise Fox. 

 

 

 

Luna Community College's Inaugural AI Challenge: Innovation 

Unleashed! 

Luna Community College recently concluded its first-ever AI Challenge, a unique opportunity for 

participants to explore the power of artificial intelligence and Google Gemini. The challenge posed a 

simple yet impactful question: "What is one way we can improve what we do and how we do it here at 

Luna Community College?" 

Participants were encouraged to think creatively, addressing any aspect of LCC, from academic programs 

and facility enhancements to community outreach and technological advancements. The key to a winning 

submission was the ability to craft compelling prompts for Gemini, effectively "prompt engineering" to 

generate innovative and persuasive solutions. Entrants were required to document their prompts and 

Gemini's responses, showcasing the process of AI-assisted ideation. 

The contest, held from February 3rd to 14th, saw a wave of insightful submissions. Judging focused on the 

originality and practicality of the proposed improvements. 

We are thrilled to announce the winners: 

• 1st Place: Sherry Goodyear, whose innovative idea earned her 5 Luna Eats lunch tickets and an 

LCC Baseball Cap! Her question was “Gemini, what are some unusual out-side-of-the-typical-

educational-box ideas that could be used to expand enrollment and graduation rates for Luna 

Community College in Las Vegas NM which has one main campus, two satellite campuses in 

Springer and Santa Rosa, and a site in Mora, NM. 

• 2nd Place: Karen Torres, awarded 3 Luna Eats lunch tickets for her valuable contribution. Her 

prompt was: “Increase staff morale in student services, and I kept asking AI to "do better" so 

• that it offered several layers of ideas.” 

• 3rd Place: Gloria Ortiz, who received 1 Luna Eats lunch ticket for her proposal which was: “How 

can LCC improve employee morale?” 

To see the answers Gemini provided to the contest winners questions, you can click on this link 

https://sites.google.com/luna.edu/informationtechnology/ai-challenge?authuser=0.   

https://sites.google.com/luna.edu/informationtechnology/ai-challenge?authuser=0
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This initial AI Challenge served as an exciting introduction to the potential of AI in fostering institutional 

growth and improvement. Luna Community College congratulates the winners and thanks all participants 

for their engagement and creative contributions. 

Introducing the new Luna Community College IT Department webpage!  

You may access the page by either clicking this link:  

https://sites.google.com/luna.edu/informationtechnology or doing the following:  Navigate from 

the main LCC website to "About," then "Institutional Support," and finally click "Information 

Technology" to access a wealth of resources. Employees and students alike can now easily submit 

IT tickets through our new ticketing portal, find helpful documents and forms, and browse 

numerous tip sheets. We're excited to offer this improved support system and encourage you to 

explore the new page. Your feedback is valuable, so please share any suggestions to help us make it 

even better!"  

Welding – AWS Certifications Were 100% a Success! 

Hi Faculty and Staff 

      I would like to announce that all of my LCC students and West Las Vegas High School 

Students who tried for an AWS certification Received one. I am at a 100% on my AWS 

certification success rate. I would like to thank Rico Rains, Paul Vance, and William Linzie, my 

adjunct instructors for their help with this achievement. I have a special mention for a few of my 

Dual Credit students; Elijah Romero and Marco Salinas received an AWS Aerospace Certification 

in Stainless Steel TIG welding; Angelica Pacheco received an AWS Aerospace Certification in 

Aluminum TIG welding. 

Sc 

Gene Martinez 

LCC Welding Technologies  

  

https://sites.google.com/luna.edu/informationtechnology
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Youth Summer Job Opportunity 



February 24-28, 2025   What’s Happening at Luna… 

 

8 

 

Mark Your Calendars 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Round Rider Mentorship Program  

Representatives of Luna and the Mentorship program will be going to Mora to visit 

Tina Crunk’s homeschool group the afternoon of March 5, 2025 from 1:00-4:00 

P.M.  If you or someone in your department is interested in going and giving a brief 

spiel about your program, please email program director, Sherry Goodyear at 

sgoodyear@luna.edu.  She will be taking a car from Main Campus so anyone 

interested can ride along, present, and be back on campus by 

closing time.  So far Rachael Lucero and Billie Mathews 

have volunteered to go.  We have room for two or 

three more if you want to go.   

 

mailto:sgoodyear@luna.edu
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Scholarship Opportunity 
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Foundation Scholarship Application – Last day to apply is Feb. 28. 2025 
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Rough Rider Mentorship 
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Nursing – Time for TEAS 

 

 



February 24-28, 2025   What’s Happening at Luna… 

 

17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



February 24-28, 2025   What’s Happening at Luna… 

 

18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



February 24-28, 2025   What’s Happening at Luna… 

 

19 

 

 

Graduation Info from the Registrar 

 

 Good Morning LCC Students,  

 

Are you ready to graduate in Fall or Spring? If so then this message is for you! It is time 

to begin gearing up for the biggest celebration of your academic career. Students who 

plan to finish degree or certificate requirements need to apply to graduate. How do you 

do this? Follow these steps and submit the attached to the Office of the Registrar by the 

deadline indicated below:  

• All FALL graduates are eligible to walk in the SP25 commencement ceremony.  

• Deadline to order your regalia (cap and gown) - Friday, March 28, 2025 with the 

LCC Bookstore - see attached flier for details  

• Deadline to apply to graduate SPRING GRADUATES ONLY - Monday, 

March 10, 2025 by 5pm MST- submit Application for Degree and pay the one-

time graduation fee of $15.00 per degree or certificate. (attached) 

ALL STUDENTS PLEASE DO NOT FORGET TO INDICATE ON YOUR 

APPLICATION FOR DEGREE YES OR NO, IF YOU WILL BE WALKING FOR 

THE SPRING 2025 COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY. 

 

Students will receive their Final Degree Check clearing them for their degree via your 

LCC Student Email to include your eligibility for graduation honors. All students who 

are eligible for honors will be able to purchase the honor cord with your regalia order at 

the Bookstore who will have a list of students who qualify.  

 

Students need to meet with their academic advisors to have their Application for 

Degree signed before submission to the Office of the Registrar. Also, students are 

required to pay the one-time non-refundable $15 graduation fee (per award) at the time 

they submit their Graduation Clearance form. Failure to submit your Graduation 

Application and pay your fee will result in a delay of you receiving your diploma.  

 

If you have already submitted your documents to our office please be on the lookout 

for your clearance via your LCC student email. If students feel that they need to be 

seen for a Final Degree by the Registrar's Office, please contact us to schedule your 

appointment.  

 

Congratulations!  
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Kindly, 

Alicia B Chacon, Registrar 

Office of Registrar 

505-454-2546 

505-454-2548 

achacon@luna.edu 

registrar@luna.edu 

 
 

Luna Strong  

 

Timely Care 

 

• Did you know that Luna Community College students, staff and faculty get 

free, virtual care through the TimelyCare app? That’s right! You can access 

free virtual health and well-being support, as well as self-care content, anytime. 

Signing up is easy. All you have to do is: 

• Download the TimelyCare app or visit timelycare.com/Luna on your web-

enabled device. 

• Sign in with your school .edu email address. 

• Create a profile. 

• And that’s it! You can start a visit or go to the Self-Care tab on the TimelyCare 

app for on demand self-care content, including yoga and meditation sessions 

or scan the QR code. 

 

 

Have questions? Visit timelycare.com/Luna to get started, or call 1-833-4-TIMELY. 

mailto:achacon@luna.edu
mailto:registrar@luna.edu
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Classifieds 

For those with something to buy, sell, or give away. 

- Need manure or straw for compost? I have used straw mixed with horse, chicken, 

and duck manure, free to anyone who wants to pick some up. Please text me, as 

we don’t have a very good cell signal at our place. Sarah Obermeyer (from CCRI) 

219.484.6792. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Las Vegas Community Events 

- To learn more about the many community events happening in Las Vegas 

currently and in the future, visit https://www.plug.events/space/-/las-vegas-new-

mexico-united-states/events and sign up for notifications. 

Reminders 

- All committees, departments, and individuals with information to share are 

encouraged to send their knowledge to sgoodyear@luna.edu each week by 5:00 

P.M. on Wednesday (unless otherwise noted) for inclusion in the week’s 

update.  If you miss a deadline, don’t worry, your information will be included 

in the following week’s update provided it is still timely. When possible, your 

information should be in tidy bullet points that can easily be added to the basic 

update format.  It is also helpful if you respond to the request for information 

for the week of the update in the reminder email that was sent out, as it makes 

it easier for me to find and include what you send in the update.  Please submit 

any pictures in the form of jpegs.   

- Things to consider contributing:  News about your departments; community 

event flyers, news regarding personal triumphs and achievements; classified 

ads, cool, beautiful, or unusual photos you took and want to share among other 

things.   

- Thanks to all who shared information for this week’s edition of “What’s 

Happening at Luna.”  

- If you missed an edition of “What’s Happening at Luna,” find it here:  

https://luna.edu/whats_happening.  

  

Have a Wonderful Weekend, Everyone! 

https://www.plug.events/space/-/las-vegas-new-mexico-united-states/events
https://www.plug.events/space/-/las-vegas-new-mexico-united-states/events
https://luna.edu/whats_happening
https://luna.edu/whats_happening
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